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Rosary Park Catholic School
Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335
P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect

Mobile: 0410 487 331

The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES 2021
Friday 17th September: LAST DAY TERM 3
Tuesday 5th October: FIRST DAY TERM 4 TBC

IMPORTANT DATES 2022
Friday

28 January

Staff Development Day (all schools)

Monday

31 January

Staff Development Day (all schools)

Tuesday

1 February

Students commence
Year 1 - Year 6 Students commence

Thursday Friday

3 -4 February

Principal’s Message
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All Kindergarten children commence - across these 2 days

Dear Parents/Carers,
COVID
I sincerely thank all of our families for their efforts with home learning over these last few weeks. We
realise how challenging this is for you all, particularly as many of you try to juggle your own work
from home commitments. Thank you also for your support of our staff who have worked tirelessly in
recent weeks to set work and support children and families. I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank my staff for their commitment and dedication to our children.
I understand that these school holidays will also present us with challenges with restrictions in place.
However, I would encourage to take the opportunity to enjoy some outdoor time together in the
spring weather.
Perpetual Day of Remembrance
September 15 is marked by the Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Diocese as a Perpetual Day of
Remembrance. Such a day holds before us our history of child sexual abuse and the reality of its
continual unfolding in the lives of those directly and indirectly affected. This day is an opportunity
for all of us to stand with survivors who are suffering. View Perpetual Day of Remembrance site to
find out how together we can be a sign of hope.
As a people of faith, we also offer support through prayer, ritual and worship. Our prayer response
’Shine the Light of Christ’ is available for:
Individuals and Households
• Parish communities
• Schools and all church agencies, groups
We realise this is a challenging space. It is also an important need expressed by survivors and their
families and friends to feel the support of the community in remembering and standing with them.
Many survivors and their families remain hidden. That is why we need your help in extending this
invitation as widely as possible.
•

Together we hope to shine a light of solidarity, a light of prayer, a light of commitment to change,
a light of hope.
Office of Safeguarding
Keeping parents and carers informed about the legislation and procedures around reporting a
child protection concern is important. Please read the articles below for your information.
The Child Protection (Working with Children) Act 2012
Under this legislation people who undertake a role in child-related work in a paid or volunteer
capacity in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle are required by law to have a Working with Children
Check Clearance. This ‘Clearance’ can be obtained from applying online at
check@kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au. As a parent, if we learn about a staff member or a volunteer
working in the school without a Clearance, we should talk with the Principal or Assistant Principal as
soon as possible. If we believe that nothing is being done about our concerns, we can contact the
Office of Safeguarding directly (Ph. 4979 1390 Mon-Fri).
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle Reporting Policy
As a parent we can report any concerns we have for a student, or group of students, to our
principal, assistant principal or directly to the Office of Safeguarding (Ph. 4979 1390 Mon-Fri).
Information about reporting concerns for a child can be found on the Office of Safeguarding
website: https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/reporting-abuse/. As parents we are entitled to
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contact the Office of Safeguarding directly about any concerns we have about the safety, welfare
or wellbeing of a child or if we are concerned that the school isn’t addressing allegations of
reportable conduct or abuse.
Mercy Caring Group
Following in the footsteps of our Founders, the Sisters of Mercy, Rosary Park has a Mercy Caring
group. This is a group of parents who may be called upon to give assistance or support to families
in times of need. This may be meals, transport, or assistance with pick up/drop off of children. Thank
you to the many families who are a part of this Mercy caring group. If you would like to join the
group, please email us at admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au and your details will be given to Jess
Dougherty our Pastoral Care Worker who co-ordinates this group.
Thank you for your support of our school throughout the term and your children in what have been
difficult and challenging times. I hope you have the opportunity to enjoy some Spring sunshine and
precious family time.
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)

Assistant Principal’s Message
Child Protection Week 2021
In Week 9 all students completed activities as part of their Home Learning about staying safe and
thinking about people who they could go to if they were feeling unsafe at school or in the
community. Students who have attended school over the past weeks have made these banners to
increase our community’s awareness that when we feel unsafe they have a list of 5 people that
they feel safe to go to.

Last Friday we celebrated Braveheart’s Day by placing white balloons and our banners outside
Rosary Park. It is an annual day to raise awareness about the crime of child sexual assault and to
speak up for survivors. Now in its 25th year, Bravehearts’ White Balloon Day has supported and
assisted to educate the community about preventing this crime and raising funds for essential
counselling and preventative educational programs.
Pupil Free Day -Monday 13th September
Curriculum Backward Planning
This was a day where staff participated in online professional learning via MS Teams. The planning
follows a backward planning strategy across the Key learning area of English and Geography/
Science in Term 4.
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Reading
Reading to your child, listening to them read to you and daily talking are essential ingredients to
supporting and developing the skills that your child needs to become a fluent reader. Parents and
carers can also enhance their children’s vocabulary and oral language through informal activities,
such as providing access to books and educational toys, talking about thigs you see and do,
reading books together, and trips to the library or museums. One of the most effective things parents
can do is TALKING with their children, listening, and answering their questions. This a great time for
you to read to your child and listen to them read providing them
This is a great webinar if you are interested in learning more about supporting your child’s reading
progress from home.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qO84dU-_DGE MultiLit -Five from Five)
How do I keep my child interested and eager to want to read?
Early reading success is about confidence and enjoyment. If children enjoy reading and feel a
sense of success at it then they’ll keep doing it — and when they keep reading, their confidence
and reading competency soars. Just remember if there are too many hard words, the reader
stumbles through the story, continually stopping to tackle tricky words. The attention wanders and
before you know it, the book has been put down and the chances of it being picked up again are
low.
So, it is absolutely critical that you find the right books for your child – books that will build rather than
erode reading confidence. Books that will be enjoyed, not endured. A good book for your child is
a book they can read and a book they want to read. But how do you find that?
There are three parts to the perfect-book puzzle: content, readability and the child. If you get these
things right, then the rest will follow.
These tips will help you get it right!
Content is all about finding a book they want to read:
•

•

•
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Content is King! If it grabs them and takes reading to them on their terms, it’s gold. So, consider
what your child is interested in.
What do they do when they are not reading? Their interests and pastimes are often a great
place to start when thinking about what to read. There are books about adventure, sport,
beasts, dinosaurs, fairies, everyday problems, friendships struggles, outer space, warriors,
computers and many of their favourite TV shows and games.
Go to the early reader section of your bookshop or library and see what’s there.
When you get there, judge a book by its cover. We all do, and the covers are designed to help
you know what kind of story is inside. Involve your child in the process. Have them pick covers
they like the look of and then guide them in how to assess if it is the one for them. Read the back
cover blurb together and then revisit the cover armed with that information.
Now look inside! The interior of the book, its layout and design are even more important. Is the
type size what your child needs? Are there lots of small and manageable chapters to foster a
sense of achievement? Are there engaging illustrations that provide reading breaks? Consider
the number of words per page.

Readability is all about finding a book they can read:
•

•

The perfect match between reader and text is a book pitched perfectly to give a child reading
confidence as they build their literacy skills — it’s a book that they can be read with about 90%
accuracy.
Anything harder will more likely turn them off reading. One new word in every ten ensures
comprehension, enjoyment, and further building of literacy skills and vocabulary.
The ‘Five Finger Rule’ is one of the quickest and easiest ways to gauge whether a book is too
hard. Ask your child to start reading aloud a page of the book they think they want to read. If
they stumble over a word hold a finger up. Hold a finger up for every word they find tricky. If by
the end of a page five fingers are up, the child has spent more time concentrating on difficult
words than on reading the story and will have lost the story line of the book. The book is too hard,
at least for now.

Remember to involve your child in the process all the way if you can!
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Choose the books with them and not for them. Although your guidance in the choosing process
is paramount!
Encourage them to turn the page for you, to follow on, to help show you your place when you
pretend to lose it.
Make it special and something they look forward to. Curl up in favourite places that they
associate with the sharing of a fabulous book. Or try new places, like on a towel under a tree or
under a sheet thrown over the clothesline, inside a toy tent pitched in the living room. After a
while, they’ll grab a book and race there before you!
Read carefully and deliberately. And be sure to explore the pictures with them as well as the
words.
Never underestimate the value of them following along with an audio recording. It doesn’t
matter who reads as long as you are together enjoying it all.
Read aloud to your child, read along with them, read with them. Stop and recap along the way.
Ask questions about the story.
And finally, easier said than done, try not to get caught up in other children’s reading abilities.
It’s all about your child and their reading journey!

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Prayer:
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Parish News:
Wednesday Rosary on Zoom
You are invited to Pray the Rosary each Wednesday at noon each week during lockdown via Zoom.
Please use these details Zoom Meeting ID: 64126789062 Password – Rosary

Mass
Fr Anthony and Fr Thomas will be making Mass available on the Parish Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/SingletonBranxtonCatholicParish) and Website
(https://singletoncatholicparish.org.au) at 7.30am on Sunday mornings or you can tune into Mass
from Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sundays at 9.30am on the Diocese YouTube page which you
can link from their website (https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/).

Religious Education during Home Learning
Year 5 students have been learning about what it takes to be a leader so that they can begin
preparing themselves for school Leadership. During a research task, students came to the realisation
that Rosary Park was founded by the Sisters of Mercy, making us a Mercy school. Students were
then introduced to our school’s Mission statement and they were asked to define each Mercy Pillar
and gave an example of how Jesus demonstrated each pillar. Year 5 then explained how they
would demonstrate this pillar as a leader at our school. Below are some of the slides that the students
created.

Mission Statement:
Founded on the Mercy tradition, Rosary Park educates and nurtures the faith and wellbeing of all
through:
*service *respect *hospitality *compassion *justice *courage

Jayden Grant - 5 White

6

Charli Cole – 5 White

Emily Armstrong – 5 Blue

7

Harper Shuttleworth – 5 Blue

Kade Tipper – 5 Blue
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Zoe Kendall - 5 White
As the term comes to a close, I wish you all a safe and happy holiday,
Amber van Duuren
Acting Religious Education Coordinator
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship
with The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese.
The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters.
Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these
advertisements.
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