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We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

IMPORTANT DATES 2021
Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton online; 8am Sunday Greta.
October

November

Monday
18th

Kinder and Year 1 return – (other years
remain online learning)

Monday
25th

Year 2 to Year 6 return

Friday 29th

Wednesday
10th

P & F Annual General Meeting

Socktober – (children to wear bright,
colourful socks with their sports uniform)

IMPORTANT DATES 2022
Friday

28 January

Monday

31 January

Tuesday

1 February

Staff Development Day (all schools)
Staff Development Day (all schools)
Students commence
Year 1 - Year 6 Students commence
Kindergarten Teachers attend SF Action Research PL Day
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Wednesday

2 February

Thursday

3 -4, 7-8

Friday

February

SF Action Research Provocation Day for KG Teachers
All Kindergarten children commence - flexible learning option available
on these days for Kindergarten students

Principal’s Message
The Lord is your guard and your shade; at your right hand he stands.
The Lord will guard you from evil, he will guard your soul.
The Lord will guard your going and coming
Both now and forever

(Psalm 120 verse 2)

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to our final term for 2021. I trust that despite the challenges of lockdown, you took
some time to spend together as a family.
Return from Lockdown
Next Monday (18th) we begin the transition back to onsite learning for Kinder and Year 1. Online
learning ceases for these grades at this time. On 25th October, all other grades will return to school.
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our children back to school, as I am sure you are
too.
This transition back to school will not be without its challenges for some of our students and we have
already been talking with families about transitioning children back to school before their official
start date. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any issues or concerns for your child on
their return to school.
At this stage, we have no definitive Government information about significant end of year events
like kindergarten 2022 orientation visits or year 6 farewell. However, be assured we will work to ‘revision’ these events so that our children have these significant experiences even though it will look
different to what we have held traditionally.
Unfortunately, due to lockdown restrictions we have insufficient time to rehearse our whole school
concert, so this will not be held this year.
Please see important information about our COVID safety plan attached to the newsletter. Please
read this carefully and don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.
School Holiday Maintenance
As is always the case for us at Rosary Park, during the holidays, a number of items on our
maintenance plan were addressed:
-Cleaning of all air conditioning filters (6 monthly service)
-Pest, snake, and rodent spraying/baits
-Cleaning of all carpets and hall floor
-Roof gutters (Year 1, 2, library, admin) cleaned out
-The demountables at the back of the hall were painted inside in preparation for them to be used
as classrooms in 2022. In addition, the exterior was re-panelled, veranda re-surfaced and painted.
All the above works carried out were funded by the school.
School photos
Unfortunately at this stage school photos are unable to proceed under the Public Health Orders.
We will keep you advised if this should change.
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Parking
A reminder that parents are not permitted to stop and let out children in the No-Stopping areas
either side of the school crossing. Parents are asked to use the drop-off area at the front of school
as this is the safest option for drop-off and pick-up.
Rosary Park Bushfire Survival Plan
Our school is in a bushfire prone area. As a result, we have a clearly defined bushfire survival plan,
attached to this newsletter. The plan has been developed in consultation with NSW Fire and
Rescue, NSW Rural Fire Services, local Police and the Safety and Wellness team from the Catholic
Diocese. Copies of this plan have been provided to these organisations.
As the plan outlines, it follows these principles in the event of a bushfire:
1. Evacuate
2. Shelter onsite in the hall.
3. Evacuation to St Nicholas Centre Branxton if we cannot remain in hall
4. Evacuation to Branxton Golf Club
It is important that you consider as part of this plan, how you would collect your child from Rosary
Park at short notice, if this plan was to be enacted.
As part of this plan, the school follows a strict maintenance plan where surrounding scrub (Asset
Protection Zone- outside of the school boundaries) is cleared annually as well as the guttering and
downpipes. Arborists monitor trees on site on an annual basis as well as ongoing grounds
maintenance to reduce undergrowth fuel load on the site.
Our school practices regular lockdown and evacuation procedures (every term), as well as visits
from the local fire brigade. Children are also familiarised with fire safety through lessons in the
Personal Development Health Physical Education Syllabus.
Thank you for taking the time to familiarise yourself with this document to prioritise the safety of all in
our school community. It is important, in particular, that you give consideration as to how you would
collect your child in the event of a bushfire evacuation.
Mobile Phones at School
As our Mobile phone policy states, if children need a mobile phone at school for safety when
travelling to/from school, it is to be kept in their school bag for the entire day. Our policy remains
that if you need to get a message to your child about travel arrangements, you are to do this via
the office staff. Once again, our preference is that smart watches are left at home, however, if your
child must wear one to school, the mobile phone facility must be de-activated or on ‘do not disturb’
for the duration of the school day. Thank you to the parents whose children are wearing these
devices and have already done this. Your cooperation is appreciated.
Uniform Expectations
Whilst we are reaching the end of our school year, it is still important that we uphold our high
standards of uniform. If your child has grown out of their school shoes it is expected that parents will
provide the class teacher with a note of explanation.
As stated in our uniform policy, socks are to be plain with NO brand names. Sports shoes are to be
predominantly white.
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Hair is always to be tidy and pulled back (this includes boys with longer hair). NO tracks or patterns
to be cut into the hair.
Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting
Our P & F is a committed group of parents who work to maximise outcomes and opportunities for
our children through their fundraising initiatives.
The Annual General Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 10 November, where all positions on the
P and F executive are declared open and parents are asked to nominate for positions for 2022.
Please indicate your interest by emailing admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au in attending this AGM
via Zoom from 6pm and give your support.
Due to lockdown and our inability to fundraise, we will not have our scheduled October P & F
meeting this Wednesday.
Online Safety
No matter what their age, if your kids are online, now’s the time to talk about online safety. It can
be hard to know how and when to talk to kids about staying safe online. While they might know a
fair bit about technology, they don’t always know as much as you do about life. To better
understand the issues and start the conversation, you need to have the right tools, tips and advice.
Through the eSafety website, you can learn how to talk to your kids about cyberbullying, online
predators and inappropriate content.
Talk to your kids before a stranger does. Visit eSafety.gov.au
School Community Code of Conduct
In 2018 the Catholic Schools Office introduced a School Community Code of Conduct. This
became part of the school enrolment application in 2018 and was also sent home to all families
already members of Catholic School communities.
It is important that all members in our community are familiar with and follow these requirements.
Aggressive, confrontational and threatening behaviour is unacceptable from or towards any
member of our community and will not be tolerated.

Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Mass:
Branxton Parish: The Diocese has made the decision not to re-open Branxton Parish until the 80%
vaccinated milestone is reached. Until this time, fully vaccinated people from Branxton Parish are
welcome to attend Mass in Singleton.
Singleton Parish: You will need to show you are FULLY VACCINATED to attend Mass or have a
medical exemption. This is a regulation of the Public Health Order of 11 October 2021 which will
need to be complied with to keep our church open.
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MASS ONLINE: If you are not able to attend Mass due to the vaccination requirements, you are
invited to join Mass on our Parish Facebook page SingletonBranxtonCatholicParish and the Parish
Website https://singletoncatholicparish.org.au from 7.00am on Sundays.

Year 5 Leadership Day
Year 5 students will participate in a leadership day in the upcoming weeks, once school returns. The
day will prepare students for the leadership expectations of Year 6 students at Rosary Park. Mrs
Janelle Dixon and I will be leading the day. Students will gain a deeper understanding of Catherine
McAuley and what it means to be a Mercy school. We will look closely at each of Catherine’s Mercy
pillars; compassion, respect, justice, hospitality, courage and service and students will discuss what
they can do to show these Mercy values at Rosary Park and continue the work of Catherine
McAuley. Students will have the opportunity to speak with our current Year 6 leaders and ask any
questions they may have. More information will be given shortly.

Socktober
Rosary Park will celebrate Socktober on Friday 29th October. Children are invited to wear bright,
colourful socks (they can be decorated if the children desire) with their sport uniform. Children can
bring a gold coin on the day which will go to the Missions. They are supporting vulnerable children
at the Good Shepherd Kindergarten in Bangkok, Thailand.
Many thanks for your support of this charity.

God bless you and your families,
Amber van Duuren – Acting Religious Education Coordinator

Library News
There's a room in the school sitting lonely and still,
seeking minds to behold its wonders untold,
full of magic and laughter,
adventure and wonder,
spooky chills and mysterious thrills,
friendship and family,
sport and school,
so many genres and themes to fulfill!
In this spooky month of October,
this magical space can't wait to welcome you back,
to thrill your mind and chill your spine with spooktacular
Halloween horrors!
Which room do you think this could be? Come back and set the magic free!!!
(Here's a little clue)
Author Unknown...
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Free Raising Healthy Minds App for Parents/Carers
The Australian Government has launched a new, free phone application with information, ideas
and guidance for parents to help them provide additional support their child’s mental health and
wellbeing.
The Raising Healthy Minds App was developed by the Raising Children Network as part of its
program to support parents’ mental health literacy by building knowledge and confidence
concerning the social and emotional wellbeing of children.
Each year, more than 300,000 Australian children experience a mental health disorder, and
diagnosis and treatment at an early stage is important because it can reduce the length and
severity of the problem.
Parents can play a crucial role in early diagnosis and this new app will give parents and carers the
confidence to recognise early signs of social or emotional problems and help them to seek
support if it’s needed.
The app is targeted towards parents with children aged 12 years and under and includes
information on health, development and wellbeing based on the child’s age. The app also
includes information and support for parents and carers to ensure they are looking after their own
mental health and wellbeing.
To download the app go to: https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/raising-healthy-minds
Emma Merlino, Coordinator: Counselling Team
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The
Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly,
the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements.

11

