SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Term 4 Week 6 2021
Tuesday 9th November
Rosary Park Catholic School Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335

P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu.au
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement

IMPORTANT DATES 2021
Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta.
November
Wednesday
10th
Wednesday
17th

December
P & F Annual General Meeting
Friday 3rd
SCHOOL PHOTOS – Students to wear
full summer uniform

Monday 6th

Wednesday
15th

End of Year Awards – (to be
conducted under COVID
guidelines)
End of Year Liturgy – (to be
conducted under COVID
guidelines)
LAST DAY OF TERM 4

IMPORTANT DATES 2022
Friday

28 January

Monday

31 January

Tuesday

1 February

Staff Development Day (all schools)
Staff Development Day (all schools)
Students commence
Year 1 - Year 6 Students commence
Kindergarten Teachers attend SF Action Research PL Day

1

Wednesday

2 February

Thursday

3 -4, 7-8

Friday

February

SF Action Research Provocation Day for KG Teachers
All Kindergarten children commence - flexible learning option available
on these days for Kindergarten students

Principal’s Message
Dear Lord,
We know that should not let our worries burden us as we can always trust in You.
Help us to always follow Your example in being
Loving and caring
Calm and confronting
Gentle and kind
Help us to always help each other.
Amen

Dear Parents/Carers,

World Children’s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children's Day and is celebrated on
20 November each year. This was the date in 1959 when the UN General Assembly adopted the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child. On the same day in 1989, the UN General Assembly adopted
the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
It is UNICEF’s Global Day of Action for children, by children and promotes international togetherness,
awareness among children worldwide, and improving children's welfare.
Learn more about World Children's Day on the UNICEF website.
The Children and Young Person’s (Care and Protection) Act 1998
Parents need to be aware that as teachers in the state of NSW we are required by law to report
certain information to the Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ). Reports to the Child
Protection Helpline (Ph. 132 111, 24 hrs/7 days) must be made where we have reasonable grounds
to suspect that a child or young person is at risk of significant harm and our concerns are current.
Risk of significant harm may occur from a single act or omission or to a series of acts or omissions.
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We can get help to determine whether we need to report by using the DCJ online Mandatory
Reporters Guide: https://reporter.childstory.nsw.gov.au/s/
We can also contact the Office of Safeguarding (Ph. 4979 1390 Mon-Fri). Information about the
roles and functions of the Office of Safeguarding can be found
here: https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/
Social Media
A reminder to be vigilant with your children and their activity on social media. If you’re not a user of
social media but your children are, please investigate so that you understand what is happening
and what they are seeing. All social media is meant to be for children older than 13 because they
are more likely to have the social maturity to deal with it, although we’ve all heard cases where
even older children don’t have those skills. Please use the resources of the office of e-safety at the
link below and discuss these sites with your children.
http://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
End-of-Year Awards
Our End-of-Year awards for K-6 will be held during the school day in stage cohorts (as per COVID
guidelines) on Friday 3 December. The new Government guidelines still do not allow parents to
attend assemblies so we will film the awards ceremony for parents to view. Our end of year liturgy
(including announcement of 2022 school leader) will run in a similar way on Monday 6 December.
Kindergarten 2022 Orientation
As restrictions were lifted yesterday, we are now able to host our Kinder 2022 children for small group
visits. One parent only (double vaccinated) can drop their children off for these visits. Our Kinder
children will have the opportunity to meet their buddies and become more familiar with our school
environment.
As parents are only allowed at the school in outdoor settings, we will instead meet with Kinder 2022
parents via Zoom, talk with them and answer any questions they may have. We will advertise these
visit dates via Seesaw Kinder 2022 and Compass later this week.
Swimming Carnival
Our carnival will be held on Monday 13 December at Singleton Pool. Due to restrictions, only
competitive swimmers can attend, and parents are not permitted as was the case in 2020. We will
transport children to/from the venue by bus.
Staffing
In 2022, Alanna Seysener and Grace Dever will be our Kindergarten teachers. Grace is joining the
staff of Rosary Park next year and will attend Orientation sessions.
In other staffing news, Kate Burgess is taking leave from Rosary Park in 2022, to pursue other career
opportunities. Casey Sharman will take her place. Casey is currently teaching at St Peter’s Stockton.
Caitlyn Leal is also extending her leave and will not return to Rosary Park in 2022.
Emelia Lindus will job share with Louise Kevin in Term 1-2 2022 whilst Emily McHugh is on maternity
leave.
Grace Dever will teach 1 Blue for weeks 9-10 of this term as Emily begins maternity leave on 1
December.
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Advanced Notice
In 2022, our year 5 students will attend Great Aussie Bush Camp 8-10 June 2022 whilst our year 6
students will have their excursion to Canberra on 29, 30 June and 1 July. As these excursions are a
significant financial commitment for families (not covered by our resource fee), I am giving you
advanced notice so that you are able to budget for them.
2022 Class Preparation
If you are leaving Rosary Park and your child/children will not be returning to school in 2022 please
ensure that you have notified us as we have families looking for enrolments for next year and we’re
in the process of concluding our class lists for 2022.
If you are just moving to a new house or changing your workplace, please ensure that you provide
up-to-date contact details before the start of the school year.
Semester 2 Student Reports
These will be a simplified one-page document and will be available via Compass from Friday 10th
December. Should you wish to discuss your child’s report with the class teacher/s please contact
them via admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Gifts
At this time of year, some families want to give staff members an end of year Christmas gift. Whilst
this is appreciated, it is not necessary. Our greatest gift is seeing your children enjoy learning and
reaching their full potential.
The Catholic Schools Office has a detailed Gifts and Benefits Policy that requires substantial gifts to
be declared and, sometimes, returned.
Under this policy, it is not appropriate for parents to take up collections of money from families to
present one gift to their class teacher or another staff member.
If you choose to give a gift to a staff member, this is your personal choice. Please consider a card
with a special message inside instead.
Mercy Caring Group
Thank you to our very generous parent community who have so readily volunteered to assist our
family in need with meals. It really is a wonderful indication of our community spirit that you have all
done this.
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Parish News
Solomon Okovido - Ordination to Diaconate
Bishop William Wright has announced that Bishop Brian Mascord (Diocese of Wollongong) will
preside at the Diaconate Ordination of Solomon Okovido on Saturday 4 December 2021 at 10.30am
in Singleton. Please keep Solomon in your prayers as he prepares for his Ordination.
It is understandable that everyone would love to be a part of Solomon’s special day, however, with
restrictions of 1 person per 2m2 which will be in place for Places of Worship at the time of the
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Ordination, St Patrick’s Church only allows for 160 people to attend. Those wishing to attend will
need to register via Sticky Tickets at https://www.stickytickets.com.au/SGY2Q. If you have issues
securing a ticket, please call the parish office 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm).
Mass Times
Branxton: Saturday 6pm. Everyone is now welcome back to Mass in both Singleton and Branxton
Parishes. You do not need to be vaccinated to attend Mass. If you are attending Mass, please
remember to check in with the Service NSW QR Code, wear a mask and maintain social distancing
from those you don't live with
Rosary Park Christmas Appeal
We have a tradition in our school of collecting items to make Hampers for the St Vincent de Paul
Society to give to disadvantaged people and those in need of extra assistance this Christmas. This
year we are asking for a new toy, non-perishable food items that are associated with a Christmas
Feast as well as everyday household items. We are also asking for small items that will fit into a box.
Please ensure that all items are in good condition and are not due to expire for at least 6 months.
Some ideas: Jelly, bonbons, Christmas serviettes, mixed lollies, small jars of condiments, small cans
of fruit or vegetables, gravy, pasta sauce, small box of tea bags, tiny jams, small shampoo and
conditioner (from a hotel), small packets of biscuits, small soft drinks, pretzels, jelly cups,
marshmallows, zooperdoopers, small tissues, soap, hand sanitiser, deodorant, toothbrush,
toothpaste, pancake mix, Christmas decorations, any small thoughtful gifts would be acceptable
too.
We ask that all donations for the hampers be brought to school by Friday 26th November because
all items have to be isolated for a period of 3 consecutive days before collection by the St Vincent
de Paul society. If you feel you cannot contribute, this is totally understandable and please don’t
feel any pressure.
Thank you to our wonderful families for bringing hope, joy and dignity to those who need it most this
Christmas
Year 5 Leadership day
Year 5 students participated in their Leadership day last Friday. The day prepared the students for
the leadership expectations of Year 6 students at Rosary Park. Today Miss Stanbridge spoke with
Year 5 and explained the nomination process. Students have taken home nomination forms to be
completed with their parents/carers. Please ensure these forms are returned to your child’s teacher
by Monday 15th November.

Year 5 students working collaboratively during their Leadership day last Friday
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Leadership Day
Leadership Day was fun. We were faced with challenges where we had to work together as a
grade. We learnt about the traits you have to betray to be a leader – Including Service, Respect,
and compassion. We encouraged others to participate in the leadership games. Some of us got
to explain what our opinions were on the meanings of the objects on the prayer table. The games
we participated in were musical paper bags, where we had to try and fit as many people as
possible on the bag. We ripped and shared the paper bag around to try and keep in as many
people as we could. We also played quick cup, were we got paired up and placed a cup in the
middle of us. Mr Ellis gave us instructions such as touch your nose and when he said cup whoever
grabbed the cup first moved on to the next round. This allowed the teachers to see who
displayed leadership qualities like congratulating the other person whether you won or not or
saying better luck next time.
-Ava Davies and Bella O’Connor
Socktober
Rosary Park celebrated Socktober on Friday 29th October. We raised money for the vulnerable
children at the Good Shepherd Kindergarten in Bangkok, Thailand.
Many thanks for your support of this charity.
God bless you and your families,
Amber van Duuren – Acting Religious Education Coordinator

Primary Coordinators
Interrelate – Year 6
Our Year 6 children will be involved in a PD/Health program run by Interrelate. This program is
presented in 3 x 90-minute sessions all within the same school day on Monday 29th November.
The school will cover the cost out of the resource fee already paid this year.
The program titled, ‘Moving into The Teen Years’ has the following content areas. All are part of our
Stage 3 PD/Health syllabus.
-

Revisit development at puberty
Outline the process of human reproduction, including conception, foetal development and
birth.
Explore respectful relationships with self, friends and family.
Enhance students’ self-esteem, communication and decision making skills in relation to
taking responsibility, taking care of themselves and respecting others.
Assist students to become aware of the influences on their personal choices and the
potential consequences of those choices.
Raise awareness of technology and its influence on teens, including strategies for cyber
safety.
Discuss expectations in high school.

This will be a valuable learning opportunity for the Year 6 children as a year group. It is a great
program presented by trained professionals in this area.
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Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require any further clarification.
Mathematical Growth Mindset
The science behind how the brain learns, tells us when you make a mistake, the synapses in your
brain fire and grow. Even when you don't know you have made a mistake, your brain synapses still
fire and grow. It is the feeling of struggle as you attempt to work through new ideas that grow our
brain and get our synapses firing. Your brain grows during this frustration and struggle period of
learning. We need this struggle and this uncomfortable stage to gain a deeper understanding of
concepts.
How comfortable do you think your child is with making mistakes and taking risks?
Just think of what we could achieve if we were able to change mathematics culture in classrooms,
where deep thinking and struggle is valued and mistakes are comfortably shared within the class?
Where all students felt comfortable to share and celebrate failed attempts.
This is the culture we are trying to create at Rosary Park. Teachers have been engaging in
professional development, learning strategies to support students who suffer from mathematical
anxiety and identify ways in which we can promote the sharing of ideas and value of mistakes.
You can help us foster a growth mindset in your child/ren by having conversations with him/her
around the importance of mistakes and taking the time to think deeply about concepts taught in
class.
If you are interested in fostering a growth mindset in your child/ren here are some resources to help
you:
Boosting Math by Jo Bolar.
A great one to watch with your children! Even if they have seen it before. It will promote great
discussion in the household.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxrPy1fjVU4
Developing a Growth Mindset with Carol Dweck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiiEeMN7vbQ
TED Talk, Grit by Angela Duckworth
https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance
?language=en

Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day is one of the most important days on our commemorative calendar. It's a day
when we acknowledge those who died while serving in wars, conflicts and peacekeeping
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operations. Remembrance Day is held on 11 November each year. This is the anniversary of the
Armistice that ended fighting with Germany in World War I. People in Australia, and many other
countries, observe 1 minute's silence at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month because
that's when the Armistice came into effect. It's a time to honour our service personnel who died in
service of Australia.
On Thursday November 11Th there will be a Remembrance Day Service commencing at 10.45 at
the Greta Rotunda to remember all the men and women who have died to maintain peace for us
all. We will be having a Remembrance Day ceremony at school on this day also.

Mika

This is Rosary Park’s new puppy that will be trained as a wellbeing dog.
Her name is Mika and she is a groodle- Mika is the Wonnarua word for Star.
Mrs Hooker has purchased her, and we will be looking to fundraise for her training.
We have no doubt that the children will benefit from her presence here at school to help them
separate from families each morning and for their general well-being.
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Weekly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received awards on Friday 29 October.
Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Jayden M

Reid E

Megan N

Kinder White

Lexi D

Sophia T

Cruz J

Year 1 Blue

Anika F

Levi C

Jackson A

Year 1 White

Noah R

Jaxson B

Zoey D

Year 2 Blue

Kyson C

Cameron N

Kendra C

Year 2 White

Penelope B

Owen G

Mia W

Year 3 Blue

Ty I

Sienna M

Madeline P

Year 3 White

Allen D

Zara L

Samantha R

Year 4 Blue

Isaac G

Sophia H

Asha M

Year 4 White

Layla H

Henry J

Cooper T

Year 5 Blue

Xavier T

Emily A

Brock W

Year 5 White

Nate J

Charli C

Lewis D

Year 6

Annika M

Callan L

Ashton J

Congratulations to the following students who received awards on Friday 5 November.
Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Stella B

Arielle F

Baxter A

Kinder White

Baxter D

Finn M

Annabelle L

Year 1 Blue

Mason H

Flynn C

Luke H

Year 1 White

Sasha A

Addison K

Lachlan B

Year 2 Blue

Lilly S

Chase R

Jacob L

Year 2 White

Taylah B

Cooper C

Ellie Y

Year 3 Blue

Jonah M

Cameron D

Hunter G

Year 3 White

Aden P

Rae K

Elsa G

Year 4 Blue

Archer K

Jamie R

Jordan G

Year 4 White

Cohan Y

Victoria A

Miley R

Year 5 Blue

Wade G

Amelia D

Meliah B

Year 5 White

Hayden O

Oliver W

Ava D

Year 6

Gabby R

Oliver U

Bridie R

Principal’s Awards
29 October
Jackson L, Aubree M, Blake L, Aden P, Marley G, Nate H, Lilly A, Isaac G, Noah M, Shonoa A, Tia K,
Alice K, Owen G and Cade L.
5 November
Mia W, Calen C, Mackenzie H, Cameron D, Noah R, Max K, Charlie C, Jema M, Aria deG, Xavier T,
Luke W and Asha M.
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The
Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly,
the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements.
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