SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Term 1 Week 8 2022
Thursday 17th March
Rosary Park Catholic School
Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335
P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu.au
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

Mobile: 0410 487 331

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES
Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta.
MARCH

MAY
8:30 Year 6 parent talk from St Joseph’s
College staff (at Rosary Park)

Fri 18th

Say no to Bullying day and Harmony day.
Wear orange to school today

Fri 18th

Awards Assembly 2:15pm
Students Only

Fri 6th

Awards Assembly 2:15pm
Parents Welcome TBC

Tues 23rd –
Thurs 25th

NAPLAN Practice tests year 3 and 5

Fri 13th

Awards Assembly 2:15pm
Parents Welcome TBC

Fri 25th

Cross Country trials and Athletics Carnival
qualifying events- Miller Park
COMPULSORY SCHOOL EVENT

Thurs 19th

School Athletics Carnival- Maitland
Athletic Centre

Tues 10th –
Fri 20th

NAPLAN Year 3 and Year 5

Mon 2nd

9am Student talk

APRIL
Mon4thWed 6th

The events of Holy Week
Parents welcome TBC

Mon 23rdFri 27th

Catholic Schools Week

Tue 26th

SCHOOL RETURNS TERM 2

Wed 25th

P&F Meeting 6pm

Wed 27th

Anzac Service at Rosary Park 10:45am
Parents welcome TBC

Fri 27th

Awards Assembly 2:15pm
Parents Welcome TBC

Thurs 28th

Priests/Parish Leaders/Principals Day
Sallyanne at CSO

Tue 31st

School photos
FULL WINTER UNIFORM

Fri 29th

PUPIL FREE DAY. NO SCHOOL for children
today
OOSH care available 0448 751 549

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers
“At the beginning of Lent, it would do us good to ask for the grace to preserve the memory of all
that the Lord has done in our lives, of how He has loved us.” Pope Francis

COVID update
We have many staff off school at present and with the lack of casual teachers (and support staff)
across all school sectors we are not able to replace them. I need to make you aware of this and
let you know that we are regularly needing to split classes and combine them where possible.
Your patience and understanding are appreciated. There may also be delays in staff returning
your emails as it is not uncommon for the entire staff in a grade to be absent at once. If this
situation should worsen, we will work with the Catholic Schools Office, to look at further
alternatives.
Since the government eased restrictions recently, we have been doing likewise at Rosary Park. We
now have re-started band lessons and allied health providers on site. We are still closely adhering
to health guidelines and ensuring that all of these activities occur in outdoor, well-ventilated areas
of our school. For this reason, we are not yet including large groups of parents at indoor events.
As directives to cohort children has now ceased, we are re-starting whole school assemblies
(starting with our swimming carnival awards today). This Friday (18/3) we will recommence our
weekly school awards with an assembly in the hall. It is our practice that parents join us at these
assemblies (if they wish). However, for the remainder of term 1, we will not have parents at our
assemblies until we re-assess the risk factors of large groups of adults on site and indoors.
In the final week of term 1, we will celebrate the most important event in our Catholic calendar
with the events of Holy Week. Across that week, (Monday 4th, Tue 5th and Wed 6th April) each
morning a grade will lead us through this event. As these will be held outside, Parents/Carers are
welcome to join us, as long as our COVID cases remain stable.
We are also largely ending our cohorting of children in the playground although we will maintain
aspects of this practice which we have found worked effectively.
We are making such changes in a cautious manner and will stop or slow down changes if we
have a spike in COVID cases in our school.
For the rest of term 1, we will stay with Qkr canteen sales only for lunch and afternoon tea.
As you are aware, we continue to deal with COVID cases in both staff and students, and casual
staff are very difficult (if not impossible) to engage at these times. There will be times that classes
need to be split. This is always our last option, and every effort is made to avoid this.
All parents are asked to continue to check in via QR code and do not attend any school event if
they are at all unwell.
Please be aware of the following recent changes as published by NSW Health last week:


A household contact is not obligated to self-isolate as a contact more than once in a 21day period. They must monitor for symptoms and if the person is diagnosed with COVID-19,
they will need to self-isolate again.
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A household contact will only need to self-isolate for 7 days commencing from when the
diagnosed person took the test, rather than 7 days from last contact with the diagnosed
person.



A person who had COVID-19 and later becomes a close or household contact does not
need to self-isolate as a contact if it has been less than 8 weeks since the person finished
their self-isolation period (up from 28 days in the previous Order)



The Order requires persons diagnosed with COVID-19 to self-isolate until “medically
cleared”. Medical clearance occurs 7 days after the person undertook their test or a lesser
time notified by NSW Health or a medical practitioner



A diagnosed person must notify certain persons of their positive result, including household
members, their education provider, and their employer. If the person tested positive via a
rapid antigen test, the person must also notify Service NSW

Staffing
Nikola Groves has been appointed acting REC until the end of Term 1.

Learning Focus 2020 to 2022– ‘’Clarity’ by Lyn Sharratt
The Diocese of Maitland Newcastle is focusing all schools in the area of contemporary learning and
the effective use of data.
This year Rosary Park will continue working with Dr Lyn Sharratt, an educationalist from Canada who
has been engaged by Catholic Schools Office to work with schools. Next week a team from Rosary
Park, will continue our Professional Learning with Dr Sharratt using her book Clarity, and all schools
in the Diocese will engage in this project at some stage between 2020-22.
In addition, schools have employed Pedagogical Mentors who will become mentors for other staff.
Louise Kevin and Janelle Dixon continue in this role this year at Rosary Park. Throughout this year,
they will receive professional development on this role and how-to best work with staff to improve
outcomes for our students.
Our learning focus is on improving teaching & learning in reading.
In her book Clarity Lyn Sharratt emphasises fourteen parameters that are needed to improve
teaching and learning in a school. The important role that parents play in their child’s education is
one of these key parameters. Here are five questions that she suggests parents can ask their children
when engaging with them about their learning:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What did you learn today?
How did you do?
What did you do if you didn’t understand?
How can you improve on your learning?
What are you most proud of?

Professional Learning Team (PLT) Meetings
From 30 March, we will begin our Professional Learning Team meetings for 2022. These occur three
times/term where all K-6 teaching staff are released from class for half a day. This is part of our
School Improvement Plan (SIP) and budgeted from this. Staff, led by our Pedagogical Mentors, work
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in analysing student data in Maths and work as a team to devise teaching strategies to further
improve student performance.
Office of Safeguarding – Our diocesan and school commitment
Keeping our children safe can be achieved by ensuring our children are informed about their rights
and participate in decision-making. Adults need to ensure they listen actively to children and
engage them in discussions. This will help children feel valued and respected, which will help them
to speak up if they feel they are unsafe or have been abused. At Rosary Park, the voice of each
child is respected and valued, we have many opportunities for children to be involved in teams
and activities to build our community. Encourage your child to participate in these activities such
as:
Lunch clubs (wellbeing, Minecraft)
School band for Years 3-6
Leadership Teams
Online Safety
These days we are all spending more and more time online. The online environment is extremely
useful but can also be a daunting and unsafe place for children who are unaware of the dangers.
Please click on the following link for information regarding Online safety for parents/carers https://padlet.com/Office_of_Safeguarding/cybersafety_parents

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents
iParent on the eSafety website - The website for the eSafety Commissioner has an information
section for parents. It contains some useful tips to assist parents at home to protect their digital
lifestyle. This space is referred to on the site as iParent, This space can be found at
https://esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent . One of the resources found on the site is "7
ways to manage devices".
Daily Roll Marking and School Attendance
We have now also re-commenced our Monday morning assembly. Aside from this day, we are in
classrooms marking class rolls on Compass as we begin our learning for the day. So, it is important
that your child is at school on time or that you mark them absent (for full day absences only – not
partial absences) via Compass promptly in the morning. Otherwise you will receive the automated
unexplained absence text message by 9:30am.
It is extremely important that children attend school every day. Days off school not only contribute
to significant gaps and lost opportunities in learning, it is also hard for children to establish, develop
and maintain social connections. Unless it is absolutely necessary, please do not schedule holidays
during school time. Unless an emergency, medical appointments should be scheduled for school
holidays.
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If your child is not at school for a valid reason, parents are expected to log into Compass and give
explanation for their absence within 7 school days. If you do not do this, you will be notified by the
admin staff to explain your child’s absence, although if it is past the seven-day window, it remains
an ‘unexplained/unjustified’ absence on the class roll.
If your child has continued unexplained absences, you will be contacted by the school to explain
these and asked to attend a meeting at school to work on formulating an attendance plan.
Drop off/Pick up Times
The crossing supervisor begins at 8:15 am daily. Any child who needs to be at school before this,
must attend OOSH. Playground staff start duty at 8:30am. It is expected that children are collected
by 3:30pm in the afternoons. Thank you for your co-operation with this.
Advanced Notice: Our school athletics carnival for all K-6 children will be Thursday 19 May at
Maitland Athletic Centre.
Kindergarten 2023 Enrolments
These are now open, and numbers are filling quickly. You can collect an enrolment package from
the school office. Please let any relatives, friends or neighbours know about this.
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)

Reminder FRIDAY 18th March-wear something orange!
Friday 18th March marks the 12th National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence and we will
celebrate Harmony Day also on this day, as this celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It is about
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.
Children are asked to wear something orange (an orange t shirt, socks, hair band, hat) on Friday
18th March, 2022 as we will be celebrating Harmony Day and the National Day of Action against
Bullying and Violence.
The National day of Action against Bullying is an important day to mark Australian school
communities standing together against bullying and violence and School communities across the
nation are the key drivers of the NDA and proudly represent eleven years of positive action.
(https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/).

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Donations for schools in the Lismore Diocese affected by floods
A huge “Thank you” goes out to all those who donated backpacks, lunch boxes and stationery to
assist primary schools and preschools affected by floods in the Lismore Diocese. We were
overwhelmed with the response. We appreciate the effort families went to in such a short amount
of time. We sent over 25 backpacks, 2 large Woolworths bags full of high-quality pencils, another 2
bags of textas and many bags of miscellaneous stationery. Your generosity and support is very
much appreciated.
In the words of Catherine McAuley,
“A community in which this universal charity reigns, is capable of surmounting all difficulties.”
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Here is a picture of our Year 6 Mercy team sorting some of the donated goods to be transported
to Lismore.

Project Compassion 2022
“For all Future Generations”
A group of caring Year 6 students and their families attended mass last weekend on Saturday
night at Branxton and on Sunday morning at Greta to help launch Project Compassion 2022 to the
parish communities. Each year 6 child spoke about their passion to raise money during lent for
Caritas Australia who help fund and coordinate lifesaving projects being carried out right across
our world. The children all spoke very well and shared stories of the difference that Project
Compassion has made to one family living in Mozambique. Thank you to the children and families
for helping to spread the word about giving to those most needy during this time of lent. We hope
you continue to be a voice for those less fortunate in our world.
In the words of Catherine McAuley,
“The poor need our help today, not next week.”
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A short reflection for Lent
Do you Want to Fast this Lent?
In the words of Pope Francis,
•Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
•Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
•Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
•Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
•Fast from worries and have trust in God.
•Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
•Fast from pressure and be prayerful.
•Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
•Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
•Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
•Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
Holy Week will occur over the course of Week 11.
MONDAY 4TH APRIL 2022 9am
TUESDAY 5TH APRIL 2022 9am
WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL 2022 9am
TUESDAY 26TH APRIL 2022 2:30pm

Palm Sunday, led by Kindergarten and Year 6
Holy Thursday, led by Year 1 and Year 2
Good Friday, led by Year 4 and Year 5
Resurrection, led by Year 3

All liturgies will be held in an outdoor setting. In the event of wet weather, children will participate
in the liturgies in the hall. Unfortunately, families will not be able to attend in this instance.

Nikola Groves
Relieving Religious Education Coordinator

Learning Support News

Learning
Support…What’s
Going on in Term 1
2022
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Mika is making a positive impact at school this year. She is now 6 months old and loves
coming to school every day. Make sure you say hello in the mornings at the gate.

Does your child suffer from Anxiety?
Everyone feels anxious or worried at times. Young children can worry about things like
starting school, or might get anxious when meeting new people. Teenagers may
experience anxiety before exams or worry about joining a new sports team. These feelings
are natural responses to common situations that are usually short-lived. For some young
people however, anxiety can be severe and persistent, to the extent that it interferes with
the activities of day-to-day life and causes problems at school and at home.
‘BRAVE’ is a FREE online treatment program which is based on cognitive behavioural
therapy and designed for young people aged 8 to 17 years experiencing anxiety. There is
also a supporting program for the young person’s parents. The program is FREE but the
user is required to register before commencement and only available within Australia.
There are two separate programs; one for children aged 8-12 years, and another for
teenagers aged 12-17 years. Below are links to video demonstrations.
https://brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au/child-program
https://brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au/teen-program

Program for children
Program for teenagers

This is important to obtain an understanding of how the program looks and functions as
well as for understanding the type of content presented to young people. If you find that
you require more time to explore the site and work through the sessions, feel free to
register as a child, teen or parent user for full access. If you choose to do so, please place
the word ‘test’ at the beginning of the username you will create, so that we know your
account is for trial purposes
If you need any support or have any questions regarding your child please do not
hesitate to reach out to me. annmaree.hooker@mn.catholic.edu.au
Annmaree Hooker
Learning Support Teacher

Weekly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received awards in the last fortnight.
Week ending 4th March, 2022

Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue
Kinder White

Dylan R

Reeve W

Charli C

Grace S
Nate J (Yr 6)
Indy M

Maici B

Josie W-H

Will M

Zoe H

Baxter D

Hendrix B

Arielle F

Year 1 Blue
Year 1 White
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Year 2 Blue
Year 2 White
Year 3 Blue
Year 3 White

Noah R

Emmett C

Leah W

Aria G

Kade D

Jackson A

Penelope B

Charli N

James D

Sophie C

Hugh M

Samantha F

Year 4 Blue
Year 4 White
Year 5 Blue
Year 5 White
Year 6 Blue
Year 6 White

Rae K

Eadie K

Louis D

Nevada A

Asha J

Rose D

Teirrah-Jean M

Lisa O

Jordan G

Shanoa A

Will L

Noah L

Amber M

Will M

Kade T

Emily A

Zoe K

Week ending 11th March, 2022

Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Taj H

Grayson B

Quinn M

Kinder White
Year 1 Blue
Year 1 White
Year 2 Blue
Year 2 White
Year 3 Blue
Year 3 White
Year 4 Blue
Year 4 White
Year 5 Blue
Year 5 White
Year 6 Blue
Year 6 White

Matilda C

Lleyton L

Theo C

Emily S

Taylah H-D

Addison R

Annabelle l

Finn M

Ellesse S

Hunter I

Noah L

Braxton T

Matthias K

Ella Y

Addison S

Ellie Y

Calen C

Isla F

Aleah D

Jacob L

Nevaeh D

David H

Lachlan M

Olivia C

Tyler S

Aden P

Anouk F-E

Macy D

Nate H

Amelia S

Zac B

Holly W

Ava J

--

--

--

Ava B

Ethan W

Amelia D

Principals Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received Principals awards in the last
fortnight.
Sophie F, Charli F, Karmichael A, Charlize L, Addison K, Leah W, Phoebe C, William M, Will L, Korban
L

Year 3 News
This year so far in Year 3, we have spent time working through different subjects. It has been very
exciting to work in an open space with both classes!
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In Maths, we have been learning all about the equal signs, and have just started a tricky topic on
patterns and algebra! We are enjoying the opportunity to work through hands on and problemsolving tasks that require us to work as a team and explain how we thought about a problem.
In literacy, we have learnt all about persuasive and imaginative writing. In the mornings, we love
reading groups, where we get to listen to podcasts, use websites, practice typing, and the best
part- read to the teachers!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I love doing different art techniques- Penelope
Wacky hat day- Sam.J.
I loved jersey day!- Sam.W
I love learning new things! I loved learning how to draw a cactus! -Lola
Doing activities with friends- Eliza
I love brain breaks when we get to dance!- Alyssa
I love practicing for the cross country, running laps in the morning- Owen
I loved the puppet show with Camp Quality- Shelle
Shelley Back
Classroom Teacher
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A reminder from Cessnock Council regarding road safety and your responsibilities.



Parking around schools – Illegal and unsafe parking/driving behaviours are considerable issues
around schools during the peak drop off and pick up times. Please assist communicate to your school
community the importance of compliance to the road rules. There is zero tolerance for breaches around
schools as it compromises child safety and demerit points together with considerable fines apply for
driving/parking offences. . The key messages are No Stopping means NO stopping, Bus zones are ONLY for
buses and No Parking is as easy as 1.2.3 – one car, two minutes, driver no more than three metres from the
car.



Keeping our kids safe around school – It is important to keep reminding your school community
about road safety as people will tend to fall into habitual behaviours that suit their own circumstances but
fail to consider the safety of the whole school community. Transport for NSW, Centre for Road Safety assists
schools to educate both their students and parent/carers on correct road safety
behaviour. At https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/stayingsafe/schools/backtoschoolsafety.html you
will find considerable information for your newsletters, social media, and noticeboards including a series of
fact sheets. These can be used to keep the safety around schools message active throughout the
year. Covering off on walking safety to school, bus safety, occupant restraints, riding a bike, and driving in
school zones, regular and continuous road safety updates to your school community are made easy.



Traffic congestion – There is a heavy reliance on private transport for getting students to/from
school. This has only increased over the past two years with COVID restrictions. With the increase in use of
private transport compliance to road rules around schools is so important for safety. As we return to more
pre-COVID behaviours, to reduce congestion around schools, use of public transport school buses should be
encouraged.



Primary Schools with Children’s Crossings – A reminder that the orange ‘Children Crossing’
flags are ONLY to be on site to activate the crossing during the school zone times of 8.00am to 9.30am and
2.30pm to 4.00pm (school days). Outside these hours they are to be removed from the roadway by
an authorised adult as per the Transport for NSW requirements for the installation of these facilities. Having
the flags out all day with no pedestrian activity reduces their effectiveness during the school zone times
when it is essential for drivers to be alert for child pedestrians. Random audits will be conducted throughout
the year to ensure the placement/removal of the Children Crossing flags is being correctly managed by
schools.



For Primary Schools the Safety Town https://www.safetytown.com.au/ website/portal has
information and activities for teachers, students and parents and is an extremely valuable resource for road
safety education.

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The
Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly,
the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements.

20

