SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Term 2 Week 6 2022
Thursday 2nd June
Rosary Park Catholic School
Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335
P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu.au
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

Mobile: 0410 487 331

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES
Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta
JUNE
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JULY

Wed 8th – Fri
10th

Year 5 Aussie Bush Camp

Mon 13th

Fri 1st

LAST DAY OF TERM 2

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Mon 18th

FIRST DAY OF TERM 3

Thur 16th

PUPIL FREE DAY

Mon 18th –
Fri 22nd

NAIDOC Celebrations

Wed 22nd

Concert Bank performance 10:15am
To showcase all new and senior members of
Rosary Park Concert Band

Thur 23rd

Athletics Assembly Awards

Fri 24th

Regional Athletics Carnival

Wed 29th –
Fri 1st

Year 6 Canberra Excursion

Fri 22nd

Wed 27th –
Thur 28th

Grandparents Day

Dio Aspire Production

Principal’s Message
He is waiting for you,
He is close to you.
He loves you,
He is merciful,
He forgives you,
He gives you the strength to begin again from scratch!
Everybody!

Pope Francis

Dear Parents & Carers,
The Children and Young Person’s (Care and Protection) Act 1998
Parents need to be aware that as teachers in the state of NSW we are required by law to report
certain information to the Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ). Reports to the Child
Protection Helpline (Ph. 132 111, 24 hrs/7 days) must be made where we have reasonable grounds
to suspect that a child or young person is at risk of significant harm and our concerns are current.
Risk of significant harm may occur from a single act or omission or to a series of acts or omissions.
We can get help to determine whether we need to report by using the DCJ online Mandatory
Reporters Guide: https://reporter.childstory.nsw.gov.au/s/
We can also contact the Office of Safeguarding (Ph. 4979 1390 Mon-Fri). Information about the roles
and
functions
of
the
Office
of
Safeguarding
can
be
found
here:
https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/
Bus 179
As you are well aware there are several ongoing issues with the 179 Bus service, largely that it
remains a public bus. Rosary Park is working with Branxton Public, council and Transport for NSW to
try to secure a school only bus service for the North Rothbury area. However, this requires your
input and support
Sign up for a free or deeply discounted bus pass on the Service NSW website. Even if there isn’t a
bus to your area right now, your sign up data helps Transport for NSW to plan for school and public
bus services. The bus pass is free for students in years K-2 and for all students living outside 1.6 km
from the school entry (as the crow flies).
If you have other transport issues to report, please use the snapsendsolve app or website to
capture the issue and have it reported to the correct authority.
Bus Safety and Behaviour
It is also pertinent to remind your child of their behaviour on the bus. I alert you to the following
from Hunter Valley Buses:
‘Hunter Valley Buses will take measures to ensure the comfort and safety of those onboard the bus
isn't spoilt by a minority. Unacceptable Behaviour like bullying, fighting, pushing and swearing
would not be tolerated in the classroom and will not be tolerated onboard the School Bus. Any
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students guilty of such breaches will have a warning letter sent home with any continued
breaches resulting in a possible suspension from bus travel for a period of one to two
weeks. Dangerous Behaviour like standing on seats, climbing over seats, swinging from railings, or
throwing objects inside the bus may receive an immediate (longer) suspension without warning. I
would implore any parent whose child uses these services to have a chat and reinforce
considerate and safe behaviour on our buses, after all, these are the terms agreed upon when
application for free travel under the School Student Transport Scheme was
made.https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/#/studentCodesOfConduct
Changes to break time structures
Following conversations with other schools and a discussion as a staff we are going to trial changing
the structure of our two break times. In essence our break times remain the same, we are simply
moving eating time to the end of the break instead of at the beginning.
Lunch: 11:15- 11:45 play time then 11:45-12:00pm eating time
Afternoon tea: 1:30-1:50pm play time then 1:50pm-2pm is eating time.
In speaking with other schools who have implemented this, such a change sees children more
settled and ready to return to learning after the break with sitting and eating for the last period of
the break. It also means that this gives teachers an opportunity to talk to children about issues that
arose for them in the playground before returning to class. We will start this trial next week for the
rest of term 2 before we review and evaluate it.
As your child will be eating later, it is advised that you pack them an extra piece of fruit for the
morning session.
Uniform Change
At our recent Parents and Friends meeting there was a proposal and a motion moved that a Subcommittee is formed to investigate and gauge parent interest in two changes to our uniform:
1. Addition of a skort for girls on sport day
2. Changing the colour of our sport shirt.
Parents will be required to join this committee, so if you are interested please contact
admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au by Monday 13 June.
Afternoon Dismissal-Reminders
Thank you for the consistent efforts you have been making with pick up.
If you need to pick up a child for a medical appointment, please arrive at school and do this before
2:30pm.
Unless it is an emergency please do not call school after 2:30pm to get a message to your child
about a change to their pickup arrangements. It is very difficult for staff to locate your child once
we have started our afternoon pick up procedures.
Casual Teachers
We continue to manage outbreaks of COVID and the normal the winter season illnesses. Teachers
are even more susceptible to colds and illness in their role working with children every day. With
such a demand across schools, it is very difficult to engage a casual teacher for the day so there
are occasions where we have to split classes for small groups of children to work in other classes for
the day. Please be assured this is always our last option and teachers have already set work based
on their class work for children to work on should this situation arise.
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As part of their award, teachers are also entitled to two days’ Release from Face to Face (RFF)
teaching per semester and many teachers have been using these recently to work on assessments
and reports.
In addition, in weeks 2, 5 and 8 of each term, teachers are released for a half a day to participate
in Professional Learning Team (PLT) meetings. During this time, teachers work with our Pedagogical
Mentors to analyse and discuss children’s reading data (as this is our school improvement goal) and
make learning plans for the cohort of children in the grade. On such days, Rosary Park teachers
leave casual teachers a very detailed plan to continue with from the teaching program.
Semester 1 School Reports
Teachers are busily preparing these and these will be available via Compass on Monday 27 June.
Parents are welcome to contact teachers via admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au following these
reports, if you have any questions or concerns.
Wellbeing Week
This week is wellbeing week. It is an opportunity for kids, parents and staff to take 'time out'. The
wellbeing of our students, staff and families is of great importance at Rosary Park. Enjoy quality time
with your beautiful children. Here are some ideas for you and your child:


Organise a play date with a friend.



Get to a park for the afternoon.



Play a board game or card game with your family.



Have a special dinner.



Go for a walk/bike ride/scooter ride.



Have a milkshake or a special treat after school.



Watch a movie.



Cook or bake a meal together.



Learn something new



Reach out for support when you need it – from colleagues, friends, family, your GP, a psychologist,
or an employee assistance program through your workplace. Lifeline – 24-hour telephone
counselling 13 11 14.
Smart Watches
As our Mobile Phone and Device Policy states children are discouraged from bringing a mobile
phone or wearing a smart watch to school.
The only reason that children are permitted to bring a phone or wear a smart watch is for safety on
their journeys walking/riding to and from school.
Children are NOT permitted to use the smart watch or mobile phone whilst at school. If this does
occur, our policy states that the child is no longer allowed to bring the phone or wear the smart
watch to school.
Online Safety
Throughout the colder months we often spend more time inside and online gaming can be a part
of our activities. The following site gives some wonderful tips about when children play online with
4

other people. Players sometimes can be mean, rude or say some hurtful things and how to deal
with it can be confusing. Sadly, bullying can happen in games too. However, there is so much to
do, see and explore when playing a well-developed, educational and creative online game. It can
be fun to learn new things and to solve problems. The link below is a small clip that explains what
children can do should this occur to them while gaming.
https://kidshelpline.com.au/kids/issues/online-gaming-bullyin
Parents need to ensure children are playing age-appropriate games and are supervised at all times.
Kindergarten 2023 Enrolments
These are now open although they will be closing soon. You can collect an enrolment package
from the school office.
In a world where you can be anything, be kind.
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)

Religious Education Co-ordinator’s Message
Mercy Pillar- Compassion
Rosary Park is founded on the Mercy tradition and holds the Mercy Pillars at the centre of our school
life. Each fortnight we, as a school, focus on one of these pillars aligned to our school rule focus for
the fortnight. These rules are explicitly taught during the fortnight and teachers place an increased
emphasis on rewarding children with Gotchas for demonstrating the focus rule.
For weeks 7 and 8, the Mercy Pillar focus will be Compassion. Compassion means we care about
others, treat them with kindness, and feel a strong desire to help people in need.
Questions you might like to ask your child:
1.

How do you show compassion?

2.

Have you seen other people showing compassion?

3.

What did Jesus say about compassion?

4.

How did Jesus show compassion?

5.

What way can you show the value of compassion this week?

More
information
on
the
Mercy
https://www.mercy.edu.au/resources/values

Pillars

can

be

found

via

this

link

Catholic Schools Week 2022
Thank you to those families that joined us in celebrating Catholic Schools Week last Thursday. It was
lovely to have so many families at school and we hope you enjoyed seeing the work that your
students have been working on. A special thank you to Year 5 children and teachers for their work
in organising and practising the liturgy!
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Sport News:
Athletics Carnival:
2 weeks ago, we held our whole school Athletics Carnival trialling the new venue at Maitland. A
big thank you to all our parent helpers, we would have not been able to do it without you all. All
the children did an amazing job and the participation and encouragement towards other
students made all of us teachers very proud. It was a wonderful day with lots of sun shining and
many happy faces before and after the events.
Congratulations to the following students who have made it through to our Regional Athletics
Carnival held on the 24th of June at Maitland Athletics Centre:
Rubi B, Phoebe C, Lilly A, Lara D, Charli C, Ava D, Shelle C, Lisa O, Aubree C, Ellie Y, Stella W, Ella
M, Lucy S, Ellie A, Anika F, Charli F, Marley G, Layla H, Sophie F, Sophia H Brody B, Nate H, Cohan Y,
Cooper T, Nate J, Will H, Sam G, Louis D, Zac B, Jesse C, Joseph A, Mason H, Owen S, Jeremy C,
Rawson D, Will L, Logan C, Blake C, Owen G, Hugh M, Bryce B and Kai M.
Children were told today what events they have qualified for. More details and permissions notes
will be sent home very soon.
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Please note for the 1500m race students needed to meet a qualifying time to be able to make it
to the next level. See below qualifying times:
1500m Boys
Junior

6:20:00
7:00:00

11 yrs

6:10:00
6:40:00

12/13 yrs

6:00:00
6:20:00

Girls

If you have any constructive feedback about the athletics carnival and venue, please forward it
in an email to admin@mn.catholic.edu.au.
Rugby Union:
In Rugby Union Nate J and Ethan W were selected to represent our school and participate in the
Rugby Union Trials held at Marcellin Park Lorn. Well done boys and Congratulations to Nate who
has made the Diocesan Rugby team and will now play at Forbes on Monday the 27th of June.
Mackenzie Gageler
Sports Coordinator
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This term Kinder are completing an integrated English and Science unit called How’s the
Weather? We have been reading and writing all about the weather and seasonal changes.
Soon we will be exploring weather reports and we learn how to give a weather report using out
class weather station. Our visual arts unit also incorporates artworks depicting seasonal
changes. Check out some of our watercolour Autumn trees!
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Kinder are beginning to write sentences. We have been incorporating the Clarity pedagogy to
support our sentence writing.
Learning Intention: We are learning to write a sentence about the weather/ seasons.
Success Criteria:
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A capital letter
Finger spaces between words
A full stop at the end
It needs to make sense
Using the word ‘and’ to include 2 ideas in one sentence

Emily - KB

Teagan - KB

Aiden - KB

Sawyer - KB

Theo - KW

Matilda C - KW

Weekly Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received awards on Friday 13 May 2022.
Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Aiden L

Billie N

Eli B

Kinder White

Sonny R

Ari S

Brynn S

Year 1 Blue

Will M

Holly N

Year 1 White

Harry M

Annabelle L

Ellesse S

Year 2 Blue

Amarlie K

Isaac L

Hudson W

Year 2 White

Jaiden X

Sasha A

Charlize L

Year 3 Blue

Elijah C

Taylah B

Kendra C

Year 3 White

Liam P

Samantha F

Charli F

Year 4 Blue

Lachlan M

Aliyah P

Hudson R

Year 4 White

Flynn R

Phoebe C

Marley G

Year 5 Blue

Lina P

Amelia S

Sophia H

Year 5 White

Ash M

Lacey N

Holly W

Year 6 Blue

Wade G

Jayden S

Kiera L

Year 6 White

Sahara A

Sasha C

Charli C

Congratulation to the following students who received awards on Friday 20 May 2022
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Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Ayla B

Harley R

Teagan S

Kinder White

Parker G

Theo C

Ava M

Year 1 Blue

Indy M

Willow J

Ken P

Year 1 White

Mackenzie H

Noha M

Baxter D

Year 2 Blue

Lachlan B

Mason H

Anika F

Year 2 White

Lucy S

Year 3 Blue

Logan C

Kingsley J

Ellie Y

Year 3 White

Indi M

Alex L

Shelle C

Year 4 Blue

Evie M

Louis D

Rawson D

Year 4 White

Charlie B

Liana R

Anouk F

Year 5 Blue

Robert C

Sophia H

Miley R

Year 5 White

Layla H

Ella G

Bailey C

Year 6 Blue

Eva H

Amber M

Brock W

Year 6 White

Will H

Ella M

Harper S

Hunter B

Principal’s Awards: Jaiden X, Elijah C, Lilly S, Wade G, Oscar S, Hudson W, Ruby N, Amelia S,
Kade B, Ella R, Parker S.

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The
Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly,
the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements.
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