SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Term 2 Week 8 2022
Thursday 16th June
Rosary Park Catholic School
Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335
P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu.au
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

Mobile: 0410 487 331

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES
Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta
JUNE

AUGUST

Wed 22nd

Concert Band performance 10:15am
To showcase all new and senior members of
Rosary Park Concert Band

Wed 3rd

P&F Meeting 6pm

Thu 23rd

Athletics Assembly @ 2pm
No Normal Awards presented at this
assembly

Fri 19th

Vocab Dress Up Day

Fri 24th

Regional Athletics Carnival

Tue 16th –
Thu 18th

Book Fair

Wed 29th –
Fri 1st

Year 6 Canberra Excursion

Fri 19th

Book Week Costume Parade
Theme : “VOCABULARY”

JULY
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SEPTEMBER

Fri 1st

LAST DAY OF TERM 2

Thurs 1st

Father’s Day Stall

Mon 18th

FIRST DAY OF TERM 3

Fri 2nd

Father’s Day Breakfast at school from
7:30 am
NO CANTEEN

Mon 18th –
Fri 22nd

NAIDOC Celebrations

Wed 7th

P&F Meeting 6pm

Fri 22nd

Grandparents Day

Fri 9th

PUPIL FREE DAY

Wed 27th –
Thur 28th

DIO Aspire Production

Principal’s Message
Blest be God the Father, and the Only Begotten Son of God, and the Holy Spirit, for he has
shown us his merciful love.

Dear Parents/Carers,
Semester One Reports
Semester One reports will be sent home through Compass from Monday 27 June. This is a report to
you on your child’s achievement during Term 1 and Term 2 of 2022. When reading your child’s
report, please be sure to discuss their effort, personal and social development, and work habits with
them along with their academic results (grades). Discuss their strengths and achievements and help
them to set goals for the future to further develop their areas of need. Please also refer to the letter
explaining the reports in further detail included with this newsletter.
As you are aware, parent/teacher interviews were held in Term One and in recent weeks (and in
coming weeks) teachers have been in contact with families either through PP meetings or in phone
calls to discuss student progress in Term 2. However, if there is anything that you wish to discuss with
your
child’s
teacher
following
the
reports,
you
can
contact
them
via
admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au.
Year 6 Canberra Excursion
On 29 June year 6 students will depart for their 2-night excursion to Canberra.
The following teachers/adults will be accompanying this excursion:
Ms Stanbridge, Mrs Dixon, Mrs Wood, and Ms Sofianos. Travelling on an extended, overnight school
excursion places a significant load on staff, who often make considerable personal sacrifice to
attend. I acknowledge their generous commitment of time and energy.
In previous communication to year 6 families and children, we have clearly always indicated our
expectations about appropriate behaviour during this camp and look forward to a great time
together.
School Uniform
In the previous newsletter I made parents aware of a parent request to the P & F to review the
following aspects of our current school uniform. These were:
-sports shirt (change colour)
-addition of a skort to girls’ sport uniform.
-addition of a vest for Winter
Parents were invited to join a sub-committee for this uniform review, however to date no one has
volunteered to participate. We will not undertake a review of the school uniform for another three
years as these changes take time, so you are encouraged to indicate your interest in participating
in this review.
Staffing
Victoria Prosser will take leave from 23 June-19 July. She is returning home to visit her family in
Canada. Jordan Hardy will teach 4 White in her absence
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Staff Professional Learning
Over the past two weeks, four teachers (Nikola Groves, Mackenzie Gageler, Alanna Seysener &
Victoria Prosser) have participated in Professional Learning at Masada College St Ives in Creative
and Critical Thinking. This is an area of focus for us in our 2022 School Improvement Plan. The staff
have been learning about implementing Thinking Routines to enhance creativity and critical
thinking in their classrooms.
On Monday night, we will participate as a staff in further professional learning in implementing
creative and critical thinking in to our teaching.
In today’s professional development day, teachers reflected on our approaches to teaching
mathematics at Rosary Park. We revised the scope and sequence completed for semester one
and worked on planning ahead for terms three and four. This is part of our school improvement
plan.
Social Media Issue
Over the weekend, an anonymous Tik Tok account was set up using our school emblem. This is
illegal and is a timely reminder for parents to be vigilant in monitoring our children’s online
interactions. It seems to have been set up by a year 6 child although unfortunately we have not
been able to confirm who this is. I met with Year 6 on Tuesday to remind them once again of
appropriate online behaviours. Tik Tok accounts should not be set up by anyone under the age of
18. Yet it appears quite a few of our year 6 children have these accounts. Do you know if your
child has an account and if so, what is your child posting and writing about others?
Child Protection
A great way to share important information to children regarding their own safety is by sharing some
quality Children’s Literature with them. There are several resources around in print and online. The
school has the following resources that you can borrow to share with your family at any time. Please
contact the office to borrow a copy.
‘My underpants rule’ by Kate and Rod Power
‘Let’s talk about body, boundaries, consent and respect’ by Jayneen Sanders
‘My tricky eye spy- The stranger danger awareness book’ by Kate & Rod Power
‘My body says what I say goes’ Jayneen Sanders
There is also a valuable online resource where you can find lots of information for parents and
children. https://www.onlyforme.com.au/
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)
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Our school leaders attended the Catholic Schools Week Liturgy on Wednesday the 1st June, 2022

Assistant Principal’s Message
Learning Walks
As previously communicated, ‘Learning Walks’ are conducted at Rosary Park. These walks
give an opportunity for teaching staff to learn from each other and see how other
teachers ensure children are aware of the Learning Intention and Success Criteria in the
classroom. The teachers at Rosary Park have worked very hard to ensure that the work of
Dr Lynn Sharratt is evident throughout the school.
News of our dedication to this work has travelled to other schools and we were able to
host the pedagogical mentor from Raymond Terrace in our school last week. Kristy was
very keen to participate in a learning walk to gain insights and ideas to take back to her
staff. She was very impressed with the way our children used the language of “Clarity”
and in the detailed “walls that talk” that children independently use to improve their work.
Many children were able to confidently answer the 5 student questions. It was wonderful
to be able to share some of our great work with teachers from another school.
I shared these questions a few weeks ago but I will share them again in case you want to
ask your children about their work.
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Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)
At Rosary Park we follow the PBL program where our focus is on teaching positive
behaviours to all students. This is a schoolwide approach to behaviour and allows a
common language of behaviour and expectations to be used throughout the school with
all students from Kindergarten to Year 6. Each week there is a focus rule for the whole
school. This rule is presented to the school community at the Monday morning assembly
and specifically taught in every classroom in an age-appropriate way. This ensures ALL
students deepen their understanding of the rule and helps to show how the rule fits into
the values we have at Rosary Park.
Nikola Groves and Mackenzie Gageler attended a professional development day on PBL
held at the CSO last week. They were asked to present at this learning day as we have
been on the PBL journey for a long time. Other schools are able to learn from our journey
as they work to embed this framework into their schools.
New English Syllabus
Teachers in our K-2 classes have been working hard to update their teaching of English to
meet with the expectations of a new K-2 English Syllabus. A few weeks ago, our K-2 staff
were involved in the Syllabus Launch which was held in our school hall and saw K-2
teachers from across our region come together to unpack the documents. In the coming
weeks, our K-2 teachers will again be given time to further explore the expectations of the
syllabus and the outcomes children will work to achieve.
General Reminders

Please be reminded that any email communication to teachers needs to come through
the admin email – admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au Please indicate who the intended
recipient is. These communications will be forwarded to the respective teachers and will
be answered within 2 business days.
Please ensure that your child has a hat to wear on the playground. Our sun safe policy
states that children must be wearing a hat to play. If they do not have a hat they will be
asked to remain under the sheltered areas of the playground.
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The school has plenty of sports equipment for play at lunch times including footballs,
netballs, soccer and basketballs. Please do not allow your child to bring this equipment
from home as it can create conflict in games and sometimes adds to issues among
children. When the equipment belongs to the school, all children have equal and fair
access which creates a balanced playing environment.
Janelle Dixon
Assistant Principal (Relieving)

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Mercy Pillar- Courage
Rosary Park is founded on the Mercy tradition and holds the Mercy Pillars at the centre of our school
life. Each fortnight we, as a school, focus on one of these pillars aligned to our school rule focus for
the fortnight. These rules are explicitly taught during the fortnight and teachers place an increased
emphasis on rewarding children with Gotchas for demonstrating the focus rule.
For weeks 9 and 10, the Mercy Pillar focus will be Courage. Courage involves having the strength to
try new things, or to show bravery in the face of adversity.
Questions you might like to ask your child:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How do you show courage?
Have you seen other people showing courage?
What did Jesus say about courage?
How did Jesus show courage?
What way can you show the value of courage this week?

Parish Mass Times:
Family Mass 25th June
St Brigid's Church Branxton invites all Rosary Park families to attend a special family Mass on Saturday
25th June 2022 at 5pm. Mass will be followed by a light dinner in the Parish Hall.
It would be lovely to have as many families as possible join us for Mass on the night! For catering
purposes, can you please RSVP through the below link with approximate numbers so we can let the
Parish know.
https://signup.com/go/UyoxsSD
The Parish will also present a candle and certificate to any couple who has been married for 25 or
more years. If people attending with your family have been married for this amount of time, please
email Rosary Park Branxton Admin with the couple's name and the number of years married. Please
make the subject line ATT: Family Mass.
St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal:
We are raising awareness of St Vincent de Paul and the work they do with disadvantaged people
and families in our local community. For the remainder of Term 2, and the beginning of next term,
we will host a Winter Appeal. We are asking families who can, to donate perishable goods to our
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school appeal. As we have in previous years, we have provided suggestions for what each year
group may bring in so we have an even spread of goods.
Kinder - toiletries, including shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, baby wipes
Year 1- drinks including tea, coffee, cup-of-soup, poppers of juice, long-life milk, etc.
Year 2- canned goods, such as fruit, vegetables, etc
Year 3 - cereal, muesli, breakfast bars, biscuits, etc
Year 4 - rice, pasta, etc
Year 5 - spreads (such as vegemite) or snack food such as chips, etc
Year 6 - toiletries, including shampoo, soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste and deodorant.
Each class will collect these items in their classroom and watch their stockpile grow throughout the
term. Please bring in any donations by Friday Week 1 Term 3.
Thank you for helping to make a difference in the lives of those in need in our community.
Beanies for Brain Cancer Day
On Tuesday 28th June (Tuesday Week 10 Term 2), students are invited to wear a beanie to school
with their normal school uniform for beanies for brain cancer day. We kindly ask for a gold coin
donation that will go towards research in this area.

Nikola Groves
Acting Religious Education Coordinator

Year 1 News
In Science and Technology Year 1 have been busy learning about different materials. We have
been investigating how materials can be changed, manipulated and combined. In Year 1 we are
following this design process to create objects by manipulating and combining materials. We are
conducting experiment’s using different materials to see what objects can bend, stretch and
change by cooling and heating. It has been fun completing different experiments.
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In Mathematics we have been using clocks to explore time. We have been learning to describe,
compare and order the duration of events. We have also been learning to read a clock and
identify half past the hour and o clock. We had lots of fun making our own clock and reading the
time.
In English we have been reading different narratives and fairytales. We have then learnt about
what we need to include when writing a narrative. A narrative is a story that has an introduction
to set the scene, a series of events, a complication and then this is solved. We have had lots of fun
exploring different fairy tales and we are also writing our own personal narrative.
We celebrated Wellbeing week by taking some time to blow bubbles at the end of a very busy
day of learning.
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Save the date Friday 19th August 2022
Vocabulary Parade
At Rosary Park in 2022 we are promoting
vocabulary with all students being encouraged to
learn about words and learn new words to expand
their vocabulary which will develop their oral
language and writing. We are building vocabulary
for our students that link with the topics they are
learning in all the Key learning areas of Maths,
English, Geography, Religion, Visual Arts, Science
and Technology and PDH/PE.
Oral language is the core of your child’s learning and the more we can talk with our
children and expose them to new words and topic vocabulary when we are talking and
reading then, this will increase their knowledge of words and assist their growth in spelling,
writing and oral presentations.
As part of our Book Week celebrations’ we have a Vocabulary Parade organised where
all students are encouraged to dress up as a word. 3
Vocabulary Parade
Friday 19th August 2022
I wonder what this means then?
This is an opportunity for all students to choose a word and they come dressed to school
for the day as that word. We will have a parade on the day for all students to share their
word with other students. Children will also participate in activities throughout the day.

Resources
https://www.thissimplehome.com/2016/02/vocabulary-parade-costumes.html
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Weekly Awards
Congratulations to those children who have received awards this past fortnight.
Friday 27th May, 2022 (Week 5)
Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Jenson F

Taj H

--

Kinder White

Logan B

Josie WH

Charlie D

Year 1 Blue

Willow J

Kade B

Holly N

Year 1 White

Allie D

Aria DG

Annedrea H

Year 2 Blue

Noah L

Isaac L

Jackson L

Year 2 White

Jackson A

Addison S

Levi C

Year 3 Blue

---

---

---

Year 3 White

---

---

---

Year 4 Blue

Bryce B

Eadie K

Brooke H

Year 4 White

Sienna M

Jonah M

Rubi B

Year 5 Blue

Hamish A

Aurora L

Lilah B

Year 5 White

Isaac G

Lara D

Ashton P

Year 6 Blue

Oscar S

Oliver W

Amy M

Year 6 White

---

---

---

Friday 3rd June, 2022 (Week 6)
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Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Callum F

Quinn M

Hendrix M

Kinder White

Ari S

Maisy C

Lleyton L

Year 1 Blue

Megan N

Year 1 White

Arielle F

Caelan G

Finn M

Year 2 Blue

Anika F

Emmett C

Ellie A

Year 2 White

Linda P

Tao D

Matthias K

Year 3 Blue

Georgie W

Ezme-Rose S

Kendra C

Year 3 White

Sam D

Samantha F

Shelle C

Year 4 Blue

Vy P

Elsa G

Harry W

Year 4 White

---

---

---

Year 5 Blue

Teirrah-Jean m

Emily-Rose A

Jordan G

Year 5 White

Kai M

Ash M

Holly W

Year 6 Blue

Lewis D

Bella O

Harper WH

Year 6 White

Michael H

Sophie F

Harper S

Principal’s Awards
Wade G, Mackenzie H, Robert C, Hamish A, Louis D, Leah-Rose C, Braxton T, levi C, Anouk
F-E, Lucy S, Sam G, Anika F, Ashton P, Hunter G, parker G, Cooper t, Indi M, Jenson F, Ava
D
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Image used with the permission of Lambton High School

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have
no legal relationship with The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised
or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided
and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements
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