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We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this
land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

Mobile: 0410 487 331

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES

Weekly Mass Times: 5pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta
AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

Wed 3rd

P & F Meeting

Tue 16th –
Thur 18th

Book Fair

Fri 19th

Book Week Costume Parade
Theme: “VOCABULARY”

Thur 1st

Father’s Day Stall
Father’s Day Breakfast at school 07:30am
NO CANTEEN

Fri 2nd
Wed 7th

P&F Meeting 6pm

Fri 9th

PUPIL FREE DAY

Fri 23rd

LAST DAY TERM 3

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday 1st December, 2022 – End of Year Awards
Wednesday 7th December, 2022 – Year 6 Farewell Liturgy and Dinner

Principal’s Message
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished, one of his disciples said,
‘Lord teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray:
“Father, may your name be held holy,
Your kingdom come;
Give us each day our daily bread,
And forgive us our sins,
For we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us.
And do not put us to the test”’
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Luke 11:1-13

Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to Term 3. I hope all families had a restful, relaxing holiday. We were certainly
treated to lovely weather of cool mornings and some beautiful, sunny winter days.
Staffing
Congratulations to Katrina Mardell who has been appointed permanently to the Religious
Education Co-Ordinator role at St Mary’s Warners Bay. Katrina will start in this role on Monday 15
August. We will soon advertise the role of (permanent) Primary Co-ordinator at Rosary Park for 2023.
Mrs Louise Kevin has resigned from her Assistant Principal role and will teach full time on 1 Blue for
the rest of this year. Ms Emelia Lindus will teach 1 Blue every Wednesday so that Louise can fulfil her
role as Pedagogical Mentor.
Hair cuts
A reminder that if your child has a ‘mullet’ style haircut, it must not be cut short at the sides, but
should be blended in. The hair must NOT touch the collar. Hair that is collar length or longer must
be tied back.
Administering Medicines in Schools
In 2021 the Diocese released a revised Administration of Medicines Handbook, which Rosary Park
has implemented. The main parts of the handbook that parents need to be aware of are:
The document places medications into the following categories:
Schedule 2- Pharmacy medicines such as cough syrup
Schedule 3- Pharmacy only medicines (example: Ventolin)
Schedule 4- Prescription only medicines (antibiotics)
Schedule 8- These medicines are labelled ‘CONTROLLED DRUG’. Examples include Ritalin.
- All temporary medications (that is schedule 2, 4, 5) must be supplied to the school in its original
packaging, labelled with the child’s name. It is preferred that these medications are dropped to
school by the parent.
-For children who are required to be administered long term Schedule 8 medication at school, these
must be placed in a Webster Pak by your pharmacy. The Webster Packs are dispensed by a
pharmacist and are clearly labelled with the name of the student, name of the prescribing medical
practitioner, name of medication and the dosage and frequency to be given.
-Any person delivering a child to the school must NOT leave any type of medication in the child’s
bag. Medication MUST be given directly to the school office staff for appropriate storage upon
arrival.
-In the event of an excursion parents are required to visit their pharmacy and supply the child’s
medication for the day in a Webster Pak.
-The administration of any medication at school is to be authorised by a parent/carer in writing.
-Medication has the original label clearly showing the name of the child
-Medication is before the expiry/use by date.
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A copy of the entire handbook is available on request.
We thank those families whose children have regular medication and have follow these
procedures as is required by our diocese.
Disaster news and distressing news events: supporting children 6-11 years
School-age children will hear and see media coverage of disasters and other distressing news
events. Children might not understand all the news they’re exposed to, but they can still feel upset
by it.
Children cope better with disaster news if you give them accurate, age-appropriate information,
plus opportunities to talk.
The Australian website Raising Children has an informative guide to support parents/ carers to
support children in times of disaster and distressing news events. Link
Also some additional supports you may wish to share with your school community.
For emergency help in floods and storms, call NSW SES on 132 500. If your life is at risk, call Triple Zero
(000) immediately.
Check here to see if your LGA has been classified as a natural disaster declared community.
Disaster Relief Grant via Service NSW - Financial assistance provided to help people to recover from
the effects of a disaster and re-establish a basic standard of living. Natural Disaster payments via
Services Australia - You may be able to access lump sum payments and ongoing, short-term
allowances to help you and your family. Services Australia also offers a range of other supports. NSW
Mental Health Commission has a site for Assistance for people affected by disaster. Click through
for links to Beyond Blue disaster support and Rural Health flood support.
Service NSW have a Disaster Assistance Finder that can provide assistance with a wide range of
activities like replacing important documents, assistance with vehicles and legal services. Various
banks are providing help for customers affected by natural disaster. Australian Banking Association
has a list of banks and their contact details.
Parents & Friends Association
Everyone is welcome at our next P and F meeting which will be held at school on Wednesday 3
August 6pm (in person and via Zoom). Prior to this meeting, we will hold a meeting of our school
uniform subcommittee. At this meeting, we will be setting up a survey for parents to complete. This
will be seeking feedback as to whether we:
1. Add a skort to girls’ sport uniform (in addition to the shorts we already have)
2. Change the colour of our sport uniform
3. Add a vest to the Winter uniform as an option
These are the only items we will be looking at in this review following earlier calls for feedback on
our uniform from families. Following the review of these three listed items we will not look at any
changes to our uniform for three years.
School Holiday Maintenance
Despite the torrential rain and flooding in the recent holidays, thankfully Rosary Park did not suffer
any major damage. We were able to undertake several maintenance jobs including pest control,
pressure washing of all cement areas and the clearing of all drains.
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Kindergarten 2023
At the end of Term 2, offers of enrolment were sent to the families of children starting Kindergarten
in 2023. There are still many existing families who have not sent their enrolment acceptance to us.
These were due last week. In fairness to the families who are on our waiting list, your prompt attention
to this is appreciated.
COVID 19 Guidelines for Term 3
The COVID-smart settings that students, staff and communities have become used to will continue
in Term 3 including:
 Staying home if unwell or showing any symptoms, and not returning to school or work until
fully recovered
 Rapid antigen testing for any students or staff showing symptoms and for close contacts
who are able to return to school
 Maximising natural ventilation
 Good hygiene practices for students and staff including regular hand washing with soap
and water.
 Encouraging all students, staff and families to keep up to date with vaccinations, including
COVID-19 booster shots when eligible and the flu vaccine
 Implementing additional COVID-smart measures if experiencing rapidly increasing numbers
of COVID-19 cases.
In addition to these baseline settings, some additional layers this term as extra protection for staff,
students and school communities, include:
 All staff, students and school visitors are strongly encouraged to wear a mask while indoors,
particularly during the first four weeks from the beginning of term 3
 In line with the latest advice from NSW Health, masks are recommended for students and
staff who have recovered from COVID-19, completed their 7-day isolation period and are
no longer showing symptoms for an additional 3 days (from days 8 – 10 after receiving a
positive COVID-19 result
 Distributing 1 multipack of 5 RAT kits to all staff and students in schools. These will be
delivered directly to schools soon
 Boosting day cleaning in schools, with a particular focus on high-touch areas.
COVID-19 reinfection period reduced to four weeks
NSW Health has revised the COVID-19 reinfection period from 12 weeks down to four weeks.
People who have previously had COVID-19 should test for COVID-19 after 28 days since their
isolation ended if experiencing symptoms and follow the relevant health advice if they test
positive. People who test positive again will be reported and managed as new cases.
NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant said the reduced reinfection period, which follows the
advice from the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee, is due to the latest subvariants
of Omicron circulating in the community.
Fact sheets are available from NSW Health here- https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/management
Online Games
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A reminder to parents to monitor closely your child’s online interactions. As I have said many times
before, devices should always be used by children in a public place in the home, not in bedrooms.
That way, adults can monitor children’s online interactions. Also, please remember that most social
media and games like Fortnite have a minimum age of 12, which means most of our children in
primary
school
should
not
be
playing
these.
For
further
information,
visit:
https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids
Contacting Teachers
The best outcomes occur for our children when school and home works together. We look forward
to continuing to build the strong links between families and school. Your child’s teacher is obviously
an integral part of this and there may be times during the year, aside from our scheduled parent
interviews in term 1, that you need to contact your child’s teacher. If so, contact can be made via
the school’s administration email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au . These emails will be
forwarded to the relevant teacher by me or Janelle Dixon Kevin (acting Assistant Principal).
Teachers will respond to your email within 2 business days and during the hours of 8am and 5pm.
You can also contact your child’s teacher through our office, by leaving a message for them. They
will return your call as soon as possible. As you can appreciate, teachers are very busy during the
school day so any ‘urgent’ messages for your child regarding travel arrangements, medications,
lunches etc. should be made by calling the office.
School Attendance
If students miss as little as eight days in a school term, by the end of primary school they will have
missed a year of education.
Education in NSW is compulsory. Principals are legally responsible for keeping accurate records of
student attendance. The principal has the right to question parents or carers requests for their child
to be absent from school. Principals are also responsible for deciding if the reason for absence is
justified.
Parents and carers are asked not to withdraw their children from school for family holidays. If your
family holiday is in school time, inform the principal in advance and request leave and/or exemption
from school. Any absence from school for 10 school days or more requires an application for
exemption. Forms are available from the office. These exemptions cannot be issued retrospectively.
It is required under the Education and Public Instruction Act 1987 that a written note explaining a
child’s absence from school be supplied by the parents or carers. Parents may also communicate
absence via the Compass App, by a phone call or email to the school. If advice of absence is not
forthcoming within 7 school days, then the child is marked ‘Absent without Leave.’ All absences
must be recorded and kept by the school for 7 years.
Principals may request a doctor’s certificate if leave is for several days OR there are patterns of
absence e.g. every second Monday.
If a child arrives at school after 9.00am, please accompany them to the front office and sign them
in with the Compass kiosk. If you are collecting your child before 3.00pm, please come to the front
office and sign them out via the Compass kiosk and your child will be called from class to meet you
there.
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
PACER REBATE
Our Year 6 students have recently undertaken an education tour of the national capital.
Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs
with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. The Australian
Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the
national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in
meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of
$30 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program towards
those costs. The rebate will be paid directly to the school upon receiving our
documentation. This rebate reduced the cost of the Canberra excursion by $30 for our
families.
Year 6 Canberra Excursion!
In week 10 of Term 2, year 6 went to Canberra. This excursion linked with our history units
for Semester 1 on Australia’s system of Law and Government.
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We had a fantastic time, and the students learnt a lot. We were so proud of everyone,
displaying respectful behaviour and representing Rosary Park wonderfully.
Old Parliament House
At Old Parliament we wore white gloves so the oil from our hands didn’t damage the
items in the museum. We got to go into the House of Representatives and debate like we
were the Government. In the House of Representatives was the original speaker's chair
which dated back to the 1300s! It was debated whether they were going to take the
chair to the new Parliament house or not. When we were in the House of Representatives,
we learnt a lot about how people in government debated and what the government
said at certain points in the debate. - Bella and Alice

The Royal Australian Mint
At The Royal Australian Mint, we looked at the process of how Australian coins are made
in the factory. We learnt about the old coins and the first ever coins that were found in
Australia. All the old coins were displayed in glass cabinets on the wall with information to
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read about them. It was interesting hearing about the 3 robots that worked in the factory
moving massive amounts of coins, which were worth thousands of dollars! –Brock
War Memorial

One of the places we went on our Canberra trip was the War Memorial. The War Memorial was
my favourite place we visited because it was so cool and interesting how the simplest objects told
a whole story and how without this object the War would have been very different. They also
displayed everything very well so you could see all the little interesting features. The people who
worked at the War Memorial were extremely kind

Australian Institute of Sport
Our favourite place of the Canberra trip was the AIS because it gave us an opportunity to
participate in the virtual sports that were there.
Kade: I liked how there was Paralympic equipment not just general Olympic equipment. I
learnt that you need to put lots of effort and make lots of sacrifices to become an athlete
at a high level.
Harper S: I liked how they represented different sports virtually for students to have a go
at. I also learnt how the athletes represent this country with pride.

8

Will H: I liked how you could see where the athletes trained for the Olympics and
Paralympics. I also learnt that some of the athletes sleep near the AIS so it’s easier for
them to get there to train.

MERCY PILLARS AND PBL (Positive Behaviour for Learning)
We have been working to embed the mercy pillars into our set of behaviour guidelines for
students. As a school we choose a rule to focus on each week. This rule is discussed at our
Monday morning assembly and we talk about how our mercy pillars help us to follow the
rule. Lessons are taught in each classroom to unpack the rule and the mercy language
associated with it. Our new PBL poster is added below, along with our sequence of rules
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planned for term 3. You will note that for even weeks of the term we have the option of
reteaching a rule or choosing another rule to focus on. Teachers look at weekly incident
data and discuss current needs to choose focus rules for even weeks of the term.

Canteen- Over the Counter Sales and Lunch Times
After our trial of eating at the end of break times in the second part of last term, we have
discussed with staff and students and decided to try having K-2 students eat at the
beginning of the break time and 3-6 at the end.
We found that the younger students were hungry at the beginning of lunch and needed
to eat before having a run, whereas the older students were just ready to get out and
move. The other benefit of this set up is that the playground space is better utilised, the
younger students get a chance to play on the field areas, while the older ones sit down to
eat.
This week we have also recommenced over the counter sales at the canteen. Due to
limited times, this will only be offered at afternoon tea. There will be a limited range of
items available for purchase.
Monday afternoon tea – Kinder and Yr 1 can buy at the canteen
Wednesday afternoon tea – Yr 2, Yr 4 and Yr 6 can buy
Friday afternoon tea – Yr 3 and Yr 5 can buy
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Please Note: Parents can still purchase using the QKR app for your child/ren if this is your
preferred method.
Janelle Dixon
Relieving Assistant Principal

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Rosary Park School Prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen,
This is Rosary Park
We care for each other
May Christ be our light
As we reach out to serve others
This is our special place
Where we learn, laugh and play
May we try to be like you Jesus
As we come to school each day.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
Celebration of the Feast Day of Saint Anne and Joachim (Grandparents’ Day)
As the grandparents of Jesus, Saint Anne and Saint Joachim are considered the patron saints of
grandparents, with their feast day celebrated on July 26th. Their love for one another and for Mary
is an example to us of how God calls us to live. They also remind us to honour our own grandparents
and to thank them for the blessings they have passed down to us in love.
It was lovely to see so many of our grandparents (and elderly friends) at Rosary Park last Friday to
celebrate this feast day, and the contribution of all grandparents in the lives of our children. The
children loved having their grandparents and elderly friends to show around the school and
participate in some fun activities, such as card making or relay games. A special thankyou to
Kindergarten staff and children for their hard work in preparing and running the liturgy.
St Vincent de Paul Appeal
A huge thank you to everyone for your generous support of the St Vincent de Paul Appeal. We were
overwhelmed with the support provided by families and thrilled to donate a boot full of items to the
St Vincent de Paul society that serves the needs of our local community.
Nikola Groves
(Acting) Religious Education Coordinator
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LIBRARY NEWS!!

Dear Parents and Families,
Our school is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair from Tuesday the 16th of August until Thursday the 19th
of August from 8:30 till 3:30 in the school library.
Our Book Fair Family Event is an important Book Week tradition, and we would love to see you
there!
You and your child will have the opportunity to explore a huge range of affordable books
featuring characters and subjects’ kids love and want to read about. From newly released books
and bestsellers to award-winning titles and perennial favourites.
This is also a great way for you to learn about and discuss your child's interests and every book sold
benefits our school, adding resources to our library and classrooms.
Scholastic Book Fairs help us show students the wonder of reading. After all, when kids choose
their own books, they will be more excited to read, and they will naturally read more!

“VOCABULARY DAY”
Dear Parents,
We are celebrating a Vocabulary Day on Friday the 19thAugust starting at 9.30 in our playground.
All students and staff will need to choose a word and dress up representing their chosen word. This
can be a very simple with children writing their word on a sign or dressing up.
There are only TWO RULES for making a costume:
1. Show your WORD on the costume you are wearing.
2. Write the definition of your word on the costume somewhere, so the children can share the
meaning with their class.
This can be a very simple activity and we encourage the children to choose a word and design
how they will represent it and what they will wear on the day.
There are some examples below,
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We will have a parade of each class group on the on the Vocabulary Day commencing at 9.30
am. Each class group will share their vocabulary word with other classes to increase our
awareness of new words.
Awards will be presented at Friday’s Assembly instead of class awards for this week we will have
Vocabulary Awards.
Thank you for your support in preparing your child or children in supporting the vocabulary day,
Regards
Melanie Flynn and Louise Kevin

NAIDOC WEEK 2022
During the first week of Term, we celebrated NAIDOC Week with a range of activities. The students
enjoyed participating in some traditional games and activities, wearing their Indigenous jerseys
and creating artwork. Thank you to the Chard family who leant us some beautiful bunting which
we had on display for Grandparents Day. We look forward to using this each year during
NAIDCOC Week.
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Weekly Awards
Congratulations to those children who have received awards this past fortnight.
Week ending Friday 24th June 2022 (Week 9)
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Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Hunter A-L

Piper R

Scarlett C

Kinder White

Alfie W

Angus W

Maici B

Year 1 Blue

Annabelle B

Hudson L

Taylah H D

Year 1 White

Annabelle l

Noah M

Braxton Thomas

Year 2 Blue

Max k

Joseph A

Leah W

Year 2 White

Blake C

Zoey D

Lucy S

Year 3 Blue

Parker S

Mikayla G

Eyden G

Year 3 White

Owen C

Madden T

Mia W

Year 4 Blue

Piper J

Aiden n

Vy P

Year 5 Blue

Lisa O

Stella W

Lilah B

Year 5 White

Victoria A

Isabelle W

Ava J

Year 6 Blue

Hayden O

Sam R

Lilly A

Year 4 White

Year 6 White
Week ending Friday 1st July 2022 (week 10)
Class
Class Award One
Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue
Kinder White
Year 1 Blue
Year 1 White
Year 2 Blue

Noah L

Hudson W

Amaralie K

Year 2 White

Ella Y

Liam R

Jaiden X

Year 3 Blue

Owen G

Emily A

Karmichael A

Year 3 White

Darby T

Indi M

Samantha F

Year 4 Blue

Cameron D

Rae K

Olivia D

Year 5 Blue

Lina P

Miley R

Henry J

Year 5 White

Bailey C

Cade L

Holly W

Year 4 White

Year 6 Blue
Year 6 White

Principal’s Awards
No awards given
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Treatment for 7 to 12-Year-Olds with Fear and Anxiety Disorders
Schools are invited to share this information and the flyer with their communities.
Does your child become very afraid of certain situations or objects, worry about a lot of things, get very
distressed, or try to avoid things they fear?
A team at Griffith University is conducting a nationwide study that includes the following services at no cost to
families:
• A thorough assessment of your child’s anxiety with a trained psychologist via the telephone
• Your child receiving one of two kinds of homebased treatments delivered on a PC, laptop or tablet
• Two follow-up telephone assessments with a trained psychologist 6 and 12 months after treatment to track
your child’s progress.
The study aims to find out if these two treatments are as effective as each other, and which children have the
best response to each kind of treatment. This will
mean that there are more evidence-based treatments available for helping anxious children.
Download the flyer to find out more information and for contact details: Australian Childhood Anxiety Treatment
Study

HUNTER VALLEY BUSES SCHOOL TRIPS
Good afternoon,
We are reaching out to encourage parents and carers to join our Facebook group Hunter Valley Buses School Trips
where we will be posting daily alerts, changes, and news regarding the Hunter Valley routes.
We hope that this will keep communication flowing and address some of the concerns around the school services so
that parents, carers, children, and staff can be assured of our commitment to providing safe and reliable transport.
Please refer to the attached document for more details and the QR code for the Facebook group.
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The
Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly,
the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements.
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