SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
Term 3 Week 6 2022
Thursday 25th August
Rosary Park Catholic School
Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335
P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu.au
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect

Mobile: 0410 487 331

The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing
of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese. All employees are
required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check. Diocesan
workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement.

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT DATES
Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta
AUGUST
Fri 26th
Tues 30th

Fri 26th

SEPTEMBER
Book Week Costume Parade
Theme: “VOCABULARY”
Father’s Day Stall

Cessnock Netball Gala Day

Wed 7th
Fri 9th

Mon 12th

PUPIL FREE DAY
Summer uniform to be work from this date.
(Parents can use their discretion in the
week prior to this.)

Sun 28th

Sacrament Lessons commence

Fri 23rd

LAST DAY OF TERM 3

Wed 31st

Lake Macquarie Stage 2 soccer gala day

Sat 24th

First Holy Communion

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Thur 1st

Newcastle Netball Gala Day

Fri 2nd

Father’s Day Breakfast at school 07:30am
NO CANTEEN

Mon 10th

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents/Carers
Go out to all the world and tell the Good News
Strong is God’s love for us;
He is faithful for ever.
Mark 16:15

FIRST DAY TERM 4

DECEMBER
Fri 9th
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P&F Meeting 6pm

PUPIL FREE DAY

National Child Protection Week (4-10 September) is an annual event starting on the first Sunday of
September. This year’s theme ‘Every child, in every community, needs a fair go’ aims to spread
the message that to treat all of Australia’s children fairly, we need to make sure every family and
community has what kids need to grow up safe and supported.
Throughout Child Protection Week, and at various times through the school year, we encourage
students to learn about behaviours that will help to keep them safe. One important action that
children can take is to speak to a trusted adult if they have any concerns. During child protection
week, our Personal Development, Health & Physical Education (PDPHPE) will focus on protective
behaviours to empower and educate our children on this very important topic.
It is important that we listen to, and value, what children have to say. Where possible, include their
voices in decision making and be advocates for their best interest.
The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety,
welfare, and wellbeing of children. The Office of Safeguarding (OoSG) is the structural expression
of the Diocese’s commitment to demonstrate the highest standards of recognising and upholding
the dignity and rights of all children.
Office of Safeguarding
The following site https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/esafety-guide offers tips for parents about
how to keep their children safe online. The site gives a summary for the most recent downloaded
apps, such as Tik Tok, House Party and as well as some of the older sites such as Instagram. For
anyone who needs advice or just more information about these of social media sites, this site has
some very useful information.
Staffing
With the appointment of Janelle Dixon to Assistant Principal, advertisements for the Religious
Education Coordinator role at Rosary Park will be advertised from this Friday 26 August.
School Shoes
Black leather jogger type shoes made by Asics, Nike, Skechers etc ARE permitted at Rosary Park. If
these shoes are mesh or canvas shoes they ARE NOT allowed. See examples (from various price
points) below that are permitted. Feel free to contact us if you need clarification,
https://www.rebelsport.com.au/p/nike-court-borough-low-2-ps-kids-casual-shoes-black-us-1157982501.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7IDWnpuq-QIV65NmAh2DSwVEEAQYASABEgLprPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rebelsport.com.au/p/under-armour-charged-assert-8-ps-kids-running-shoes-black-us-257500905.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7IDWnpuq-QIV65NmAh2DSwVEEAQYBCABEgJhKvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://shoesandsox.com.au/shop-all/shop-by-age/toddler/oxford-iiblack/?nosto_source=cmp&nosto=62ea2bc54773494181afb37c
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https://www.bigw.com.au/product/grosby-kids-tab-sport-shoes-black-size10/p/645062?region_id=222222&cq_src=google_ads&cq_cmp=8679878546&cq_term=&cq_plac=&cq_net=u&cq_pl
t=gp&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIpoGa_puq-QIVmSQrCh0qKgQ-EAQYAiABEgJmMvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.target.com.au/p/kids-norway-sneakers/65657058?utm_term=65657058&utm_content=kids-norwaysneakers&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=SmartShopping%7CApparel&gclid=EAIaIQobCh
MIpoGa_puq-QIVmSQrCh0qKgQ-EAQYAyABEgIQuvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.platypusshoes.com.au/vortex-vortexwl-blk-blk.html?istCompanyId=c390542c-ed66-420b-95f5d10a1535a547&istFeedId=0a6ddfb6-44c3-499f-880837f035e75054&istItemId=pltlprtar&istBid=t&ef_id=EAIaIQobChMIoKum76aqQIV0ZNmAh3pcgKsEAQYBSABEgISMvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!6457!3!573741813050!!!u!297546631617!&gclid=EAI
aIQobChMIoKum76aq-QIV0ZNmAh3pcgKsEAQYBSABEgISMvD_BwE
Uniform
We will move to full summer uniform from Monday 12 September. If the weather is warmer in the
week before this, children can wear FULL summer uniform.
Our students adhere to our school’s Uniform Policy with a high degree of consistency, and we
greatly appreciate parental support shown in this aspect of school. Adherence to our policy
strengthens pride in our School and promotes a positive image.
Just a few reminders regarding jewellery and nail polish
•

Students may wear one small stud or one sleeper in each ear lobe (silver or gold)

•

One single signet ring

•

One plain gold or silver golf bangle

•

No nail polish to be worn at school
Hair must be neat and tidy. Collar length hair must be worn in a ponytail or plait. Scrunchies, hair
clips, rubber bands, ponytail holders, etc must be blue/white in colour and is to be worn in the hair
and not worn on the wrist.
Tracks, rats tails and patterns cut into the hair are NOT permitted. Thank you for your cooperation in
this regard. If children have a mullet it must be blended at the sides and CANNOT touch the collar
(or it must be tied back).
Kind regards,
Sallyanne Stanbridge (Principal)

Assistant Principal Message
Uniform Survey
We would appreciate your response and value your feedback.
The Rosary Park Uniform Committee would like you to complete the following survey to
gauge interest from the wider school community on uniform changes and the addition of
optional items.
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Without gaining your valuable feedback, the committee cannot move forward with these
possible changes.
It is important to note that when a school uniform change is approved, there is always a
changeover period. This changeover period is approximately 3 years, however this is
dependent on the levels of stock held by Flanagan’s at the time the change is approved.
There is no expectation that families make the change immediately.
In order for the change to be approved, we require 30% of the parent body to respond to
the survey and 60% of those responses must agree to these changes/additions for them to
go ahead.
Compulsory uniform changes
School Sports Shirt (Colour layout only, design to stay the same)
Girls white long sleeve shirt to have embroidered school emblem added
Optional items
Optional garment 1: School Vest with embroidered school emblem
Optional garment 2: Sports skort with embroidered school emblem
Thank you to all those who have already submitted their responses. Please follow the link
below to record your preferences in regard to these additions/changes. Please note that
only one vote per family can be recorded.
This link will expire on Monday 29th August at 5pm.
https://forms.office.com/r/jMbCFDJaBi

In Appreciation
Thank you to all the parents and families who have reached out in some way to
congratulate me on my recent permanent appointment to the role of Assistant Principal
at Rosary Park. I am blessed to work in such a supportive community. I am excited for the
journey ahead and look forward to continuing to support Sallyanne in leading this school
community that I love so dearly.

Janelle Dixon
Assistant Principal

NAPLAN News for Year 3 & Year 5, 2023
NAPLAN is moving to Term 1. In 2023, NAPLAN will be held from Wednesday 15th March to Monday
27th of March.
Further details will be provided to us in term 4 and we will pass on anything you need to know.
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Religious Education Coordinator’s Message
Sacraments
Congratulations to the
children who received
the Sacrament of
Confirmation recently.
The children were very
excited and beautifully
reverent on the night.
Father Greg (our
Diocesan
administrator) commented on how welcoming and polite the Rosary Park children were. These
children will receive their First Holy Communion on Saturday 24 September at the 6pm Mass in
Branxton.

PBL
For week 7, the PBL rule will be “I am hospitable and
greet others”. Students will be encouraged to show
respect by greeting others, asking how they are and
making them feel welcome. This focus not only invites
discussions of manners, but also prompts discussions of
faith and ritual.

When we attend Mass, the priest greets the congregation, asking us to begin with the sign of the
cross before greeting us, saying, “The Lord be with you.” You will hear this greeting frequently. It
means many things. It is both a wish (may the Lord be with you) and a profound statement of faith
(as you assemble for worship, the Lord is with you). It is an ancient biblical greeting: Boaz returned
from Bethlehem (we read in the Book of Ruth 2:4) and said to the reapers, “The Lord be with you!”
The ritual response to this greeting is, “And with your spirit,” by which we return the hello, the good
wishes, the statement of faith.
Father’s Day
We invite families to join us on Friday 2nd September to acknowledge and celebrate Father's Day.
We will serve our Father's Day breakfast (bacon and egg rolls for dads, grandfathers, and other
father figures) from 7:30am.
Please RSVP (by clicking here) with approximate numbers for catering purposes.
There will be a coffee van on site as well for the morning.
$4 for small
$5 for large
Please bring correct money.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Tell Them From Me Survey
As part of our focus on school effectiveness, Rosary Park will be participating in an online survey
for students – Tell Them From Me (TTFM®). The survey will provide us with valuable feedback on
what our students think about their faith, school life, how engaged they are with school and the
different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the world have
used the TTFM® survey to help them improve.
During week 8 and 9, students from Years 4 to Year 6 will be given the opportunity and time to
participate in this survey during regular school hours. Students who agree to complete the survey
will be given a random username and password to access and complete the survey online.
Students’ names cannot be linked to their responses which allows it to be completely anonymous.
Results will show all student scores combined together – it is not possible to single out individual
students in the results.
The survey takes approximately 15–20 minutes to complete. The survey measures include such
topics as emotional and social well-being, physical health, and behaviours and attitudes linked to
student success.
Participation in the survey is entirely voluntary. Your child will not take part if either you or your child
do not wish to. If, during the survey, your child is uncomfortable answering any question, they
should leave it blank and move on to the next one. Your child can stop the survey at any time.
If you do not want your child to take part in the survey, please complete the attached form and
return it to your child's school by Friday 26th August. If you would like more information, please
contact administration.
PARENT/CARER OPT OUT FORM
I (print name) .................................................................................. DO NOT give consent for my
child/children (print name/s) ……………………..………………………………........ of class
…………………..to participate in the Tell Them From Me® student survey.
National Child Protection Week (4-10 September 2022)
National Child Protection Week (4-10 September) is an annual event starting on the first Sunday of
September. This year’s theme ‘Every child, in every community, needs a fair go’ aims to spread the
message that to treat all of Australia’s children fairly, we need to make sure every family and
community has what kids need to grow up safe and supported.
Throughout Child Protection Week, and at various times through the school year, we encourage
students to learn about behaviours that will help to keep them safe. One important action that
children can take is to speak to a trusted adult if they have any concerns.
The Catholic Schools Office is running a ‘decorate your gate for child protection’ competition, with
the prize being a mural for the school painted by talented Newcastle artist, Mitch Revs. Rosary Park
will decorate our school gate for the week beginning the 4th of September. Families are invited to
decorate a wooden spoon to add to the display in an act of solidarity.
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Year 3 Class News
Taronga Zoo excursion
On Thursday 18th August, Year 3 went on an exciting excursion to Taronga Zoo in Sydney! After an
early start and a long (and loud) bus ride, the children were excited to explore the zoo and visit
many of the animals we had been learning about in our science unit about living things.
The children split off into small groups, exploring the zoo with parent volunteers and teachers at
their own pace. They were awed by the size of the zoo, the number of animals, and the gorgeous
Sydney skyline in the background.
We were fortunate enough to visit the Taronga Zoo education centre, where we met a scientist
who works with the zookeepers to create successful breading programs for the animals at the zoo.
We visited the desert habitat classroom, where we practised our observation skills by observing the
birds and bilbies, the lizards, and the scorpion. We even got a sneak peak at the baby dingo who
isn’t big enough to be in the main zoo yet!
We had a wonderful day, the children were all beautifully behaved, and, luckily, some even slept
on the bus on the way home!
“When it was lunch, I was eating my sandwich and the vicious turkey chased me” – Kendra
“My favourite animal was the fox. It ran up the rock wall and laid down. It was in a desert” – Parker
“The thing I loved the most was the super cute capabarras. They were sleeping and getting
comfortable on the sandy ground with their soft brown fur.” – Sam J
“One thing I remember was going in the rusty, small Jumanji car to see the striped tigers playing
with a huge, green ball” – Taylah
“The thing I loved the most was seeing the huge, sleeping lions” – Darby
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Literacy
This term, Year 3 have been learning about living things in science. In English, we worked in groups
to create an infographic all about a living thing and its life cycle! Did you know that infographic
can be broken into info (=information) and graphic (=images)?
We worked hard to think about colour choice, icons, images, numbers and words that could all
work together to portray the information about our living thing. We then put our tech skills to the
test by using publisher to create our final product. The final (and best) part was sharing these
posters with our families at our Zoo themed open classroom afternoon in Week 4!
Numeracy
In maths, we worked in small groups to go through the process of planning a zoo excursion. We
had no idea how much work was involved in planning an excursion, from working out group sizes,
adding up costs, reading the map, planning a schedule and even writing a note to families to
remind them of what was needed for the day!
Wonderful Sentences
We are so proud of Year 3 who have been working incredibly hard this term, and last, on
improving their sentence writing. We have spent a lot of time working on how to improve a boring
sentence and make it more exciting! Our success criteria includes having a capital letter and full
stop, correct spelling, tier 2 adjectives, additional punctuation (such as speech marks, commas,
question marks), literary devices (such as a simile) and editing.
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Library News
Dear Parents,
We are celebrating a Vocabulary Day on Friday the 26thAugust starting at 9.30 in our playground.
All students and staff will need to choose a word and dress up representing their chosen word.
There are only TWO RULES for making a costume:
1. Show your WORD on the costume you are wearing.
2. Write the definition of your word on the costume somewhere, so the children can share the
meaning with their class.
This can be a very simple activity and we encourage the children to choose a word, design how
they will represent it and what they will wear on the day.
There are some examples below,

Parents are welcome to come and view this parade at 9:30am.
Thank you for all your support,
Regards
Melanie Flynn and Louise Kevin
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Football News
Under 12’s Catholic and Independent Cup Finals at Port Macquarie
4th August 2022

What a wonderful day was had at Port Macquarie for the Finals to be held. We were runners up at
the Cup held at Cessnock and went to the day with high hopes. As the date came closer, we
had some boys unable to make the journey so went with just a team of 13. The boy’s played their
hearts out and did the school proud.
We had three games and while we did not win the boy’s held their heads high and never
stopped trying. There was a stage in the game where we only had ten players on the field but
those ten pushed themselves to the limit.
For the team to even make it to these finals was a major achievement and the school should be
very proud of them. They represented Rosary Park beautifully and it was an honour to be with
them for the day. A big thank you to John Hamson for coaching the boys and to Sean Ledingham
for assisting him.
Another big thank you to the parents who made this possible by taking the boys to play. Lastly,
thank you to the team for making me so proud of you.
Annmaree Hooker

Weekly Awards
A reminder that there will be an Awards assembly held this Friday 26th of August at 2:15pm (and
02/09/22 at 2:15pm)
If your child wishes to submit their merit awards to collect their Principals awards, they must be
submitted BEFORE Fridays please. Any merit awards received on Fridays, will receive their Principal’s
award at the Friday assembly the following week.
Congratulations to those children who have received awards this past fortnight.
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Week ending Friday 5th August 2022 (Week 3)
Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Reeve W

Bronson Q

Tony P

Kinder White

Parker G

Hallie D

Koa VW

Year 1 Blue

Ken P

Emily S

Addison B

Year 1 White

Baxter D

Allie D

Aria D

Year 2 Blue

Ellie A

Amarlie K

Hudson W

Year 2 White

Zoey D

Year 3 Blue

Eyden G

Parker S

Kendra C

Year 3 White

Lola M

Jesse C

Lilly S

Year 4 Blue

Elsa G

Logan K

Rae K

Year 4 White

Liana R

Phoebe C

Rubi B

Year 5 Blue

Jordan G

Aurora L

Chelsea L

Year 5 White

Ella G

Brody B

Isabelle W

Year 6 Blue

Noah L

Bella O

Amy M

Year 6 White

Jayden G

Adam V

Zoe K

Liam R

Week ending Friday 12th August 2022 (Week 4)
Class

Class Award One

Class Award Two

MJR Award

Kinder Blue

Aiden L

Teagan S

Eli B

Kinder White

Theo C

Stella G

Grace S

Year 1 Blue

Indy M

Alfie T

Vy N

Year 1 White

Arielle F

Noha M

Mason C

Year 2 Blue

Max K

Year 2 White

Tao D

Jackson A

Blake C

Year 3 Blue

Jesse O

Eliza D

Logan C

Year 3 White

Mia W

Kyson C

Aleah D

Year 4 Blue

Harry W

Hudson R

Isabella T

Year 4 White

Alice K

Nevada A

Charlie B

Year 5 Blue

Owen S

Miley R

Joel C

Year 5 White

Lily A

Cade L

Indy Y

Year 6 Blue

Oliver W

Sam R

Lilly A

Year 6 White

--

--

--

Elke B

Principal’s Awards
Aliyah P, Landyn W, Sophie C, Calen C, Cameron D, Alfie W, Gus W, Cruz J, Jesse S, Leah-Rose C,
Sally K, Alice K, Mikayla G, Elsa G, Indy Y, Hudson W, Mason H, Isabelle W, Lacey N, Baxter D, Bailey
C
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The
Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly,
the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements.
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