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What’s changing? 

From 2023, proficiency standards replace 
the previous reporting of student NAPLAN 
results that used numerical bands and the 
national minimum standard. 
 
What are proficiency standards? 

Proficiency standards describe what 
students are expected to know and should 
be able to do in literacy and numeracy at the 
time of NAPLAN. 

There is a proficiency standard for each test 
area within each year level.  

Students’ results are measured against 4 
levels of proficiency:  

• Exceeding: The student’s result 
exceeded expectations at the time of 
testing. 

• Strong: The student’s result met 
challenging but reasonable 
expectations at the time of testing. 

• Developing: The student’s result 
indicated that they are working 
towards expectations at the time of 
testing. 

• Needs additional support: The 
student’s result indicated that they 
did not achieve the learning 
outcomes expected at the time of 
testing. They are likely to need 
additional support to progress 
satisfactorily. 

Has there been a change in what NAPLAN 
assesses? 

No, there has not been a change in what 
NAPLAN assesses. NAPLAN continues to 
measure student achievement in numeracy, 
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and 
punctuation.  

Detailed information on the knowledge and 
skills being measured in each NAPLAN 
assessment is available at www.nap.edu.au 

Your child’s teacher can provide more 
information into how your child’s NAPLAN 
result relates to their other school-based 
assessments and classroom learning, and 
any additional support your child might need. 

Why has the reporting changed? 

Proficiency standards provide clearer 
information about a student’s NAPLAN 
achievement based on reasonable 
expectations of what students should be 
achieving at the time of testing.  

The standards will allow you and your child’s 
teachers to easily identify areas of strength, 
as well as any areas that may need more 
support. 
 
How do I know if my child is meeting 
expectations? 

A result in the Exceeding or Strong level 
means your child has met and/or exceeded 
expectations for their current stage of 
schooling.  

A result in the Developing or Needs 
additional support level means your child has 
not yet demonstrated they are meeting 
expectations for their year level at the time of 
testing. 

The results are simple to interpret and will 
allow you to easily identify areas where your 
child may require additional support. 

 

http://www.nap.edu.au/


 

How will proficiency standards appear on 
individual student reports (ISRs)? 

The report shows 4 levels of proficiency - 
Exceeding, Strong, Developing and Needs 
additional support. 

A student’s result is shown as a black dot on 
an achievement scale for each assessment 
area, which shows increasing levels of 
knowledge, understanding and skills 
demonstrated in the assessments.  

The new report continues to show each 
student’s achievement against the national 
average (black triangle) and the range of 
achievement for the middle 60% of students 
in their year level (light green rectangle).  
 

 
 
 

What skills are expected at each 
proficiency level? 

Proficiency levels are set at a challenging but 
reasonable level expected for your child at 
the time of NAPLAN testing, based on what 
has been taught in previous years of 
schooling.  

Page 4 of the ISR includes a summary of the 
skills expected at each level of proficiency. 

Detailed proficiency level descriptions are 
available at www.nap.edu.au 
 
Can I check my child’s progress against 
previous NAPLAN reports? 

Results from 2023 cannot be directly 
compared with results from 2008 to 2022 as: 

• all schools now complete NAPLAN 
online 

• the tests are held earlier in the year 

• a new measurement scale that is 
more suited to the online tests has 
been introduced. 
 

 
Questions? 

If you have any further questions, please 

contact your child’s teacher in the first 

instance. 

Your child’s teacher can provide insight into 

how your child’s NAPLAN result relates to 

their other school-based assessments and 

classroom learning, and any additional 

support your child might require. 
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