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The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing 

of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese.  All employees are 

required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check.  Diocesan 

workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta 

SEP  SEP  

Tue 1st 
Lower Hunter Region Public 

Speaking 
Fri 18th  

Stage 3 Hunter River Health Check 

Incursion 

Wed 2nd  Soccer Gala Day – Stage 3 Fri 18th  Year 3 Taronga Zoo Excursion 

Thu 3rd 
Father’s Day Stall (closes on QKR 

Mon 31st Aug) 
Tue 22nd  Kindergarten to Oakvale Farm 

Fri 4th  
Father’s Day Lunch and Sports 

Activities 
Thu 24th  Talent Quest 

Mon 7th 
F.A.C.E. Meeting – PB4L Chart and 

Resilience Project 
Fri 25th  

Catherine McAuley – Mercy Day 

(Afternoon Activities) 

Tue 8th  

5:30pm Years 4 – 6 Families for BYOD 

portal presentation – next 

technologies. 

Fri 25th  LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

Wed 9th  Assembly 9am – Year 5 Showcase OCT  

Thu 10th  Year 6 – Interrelate Incursion Mon 12th  FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 

Thu 17th  Year 6 – Interrelate Incursion   

 

Principal’s Message 

 
Sports Aerobics - National Titles   

Good luck to our four teams competing in the FISAF Sports Aerobics National Titles this Saturday 12 

September. Thank you to the parents for showing such commitment in taking them to the Gold Cost 
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for this event and to Kimberley Gargan, Grace Dever, Danika Graham and Chelsea Edwards who 

has worked so hard in training these teams over many months. Regardless of the outcome, I am 

immensely proud of you all and know you will represent our school with persistence and fairness.  

 

Public Speaking 

During the past weeks, students have been learning many terrific lessons, skills and drills around 

Public Speaking. The teachers and students are to be commended on their outstanding effort, 

dedication and diligence. 

 

Congratulations to the Public Speaking Champions, who will go to St Aloysius Chisholm, to take on 

the best of the Region, next Tuesday 1 September: 

 

KINDER: Nora Duncan 

STAGE 1: Ally Cortis 

STAGE 2: Scarlett Simkin 

STAGE 3: Mackenzie Hammond 

 

A massive thank you to Miss Nellie Connolly, who organised the entire competition, having no 

knowledge of it previously. I think we would all agree, it was smooth, seamless and a sensational 

job. 

 

Father’s Day Stall and Lunch Celebration 

A reminder the Father’s Day Stall is on Thursday 3 September. Big thanks to all of our families who 

were able to help, as well as the staff involved. 

 

We would like to invite all Father's, Grandfather's and Father figures of our students at Rosary Park 

to our Father's Day celebrations for 2026. 

 

Details below: 

Date: Friday, 4th September 

Time: 1pm start 

Location: School Hall 

What to bring: A picnic lunch to share with your child/ren. Picnic rugs or deck/camp chairs to sit on.  

 

PLEASE ENSURE there is no alcohol brought into school grounds. 

 

STUDENTS are to dress like their dad (or their father figure) on the day. 

 

Please join us for an afternoon of fun, a shared picnic lunch on school grounds and games with the 

special men in our students' lives. 

 

FACE MEETING 

The majority of families have asked for Monday evening offerings for the FACE meeting, so we will 

trial the next meeting at the following time: 

 

The next meeting is: MONDAY SEPTEMBER 7 at 5:30 – 6:30pm. 
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We will be hosting the meeting on Teams, so there is no compulsion to attend the school on this 

occasion, we are very happy, however, to see any potential parents and friends at the school from 

that time. The link will go out on Compass shortly. 

 

The two major items to be shown at this meeting are: 

 

1. PB4L Behaviour Chart – I’d like to note that in the past four weeks, we have seen the LOWEST 

amount of yellow / red cards than in any other time in the past 5 years, which is a real credit 

to the staff and students, as well as the overwhelming support of parents to back the school. 

I will take people through the chart, the theory base behind it and the reasoning behind 

decisions. 

2. The Resilience Project – Miss Danika Graham will be taking parents through the Resilience 

Project, a brand new program to be introduced at Rosary Park next year, which we have 

very high expectations for! 

 

There will be a short time for any QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE, so please send those through 

to ashley.borg@mn.catholic.edu.au before WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2. 

 

School Attendance  

Supporting positive school attendance is a shared responsibility - everyone has a role to play in 

promoting the regular attendance of students. All children should be at school on time each day 

and remain until the conclusion of lessons in the afternoon. This ensures a consistent routine for 

students which helps children feel secure, as well as allowing children to learn and grow. Days off 

school not only contribute to significant gaps and lost opportunities in learning, it is also hard for 

children to establish, develop and maintain social connections.   

 

We ask that you try to limit appointments through the school day where possible. These 

appointments are important for your child to attend.  

 

Frequent lateness should also be avoided, as children need to get into a good routine each 

morning. If you are having difficulty getting your child to school on time, please talk to their class 

teacher.  

 

 
 

Road Safety   

We have recently had several concerned members of the public contact us about our children 

walking and riding bikes to and from school. We have spoken to groups of children at school to 

mailto:ashley.borg@mn.catholic.edu.au
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remind them of safety in crossing roads and ensure that this is done at traffic lights and crossings, 

as well as when riding in suburban streets to be aware of driveways. PLEASE remind your children of 

these important messages.  

 

Parents need to be VIGILANT when dropping children near St Nick’s.  PLEASE watch them cross the 

driveway.  

 

There have also been concerns of late with St Brigid’s / Walker’s lines, where parents are asking their 

children to cross the road, whilst pick up is at its peak. The car park inside the old St Brigid’s school is 

an excellent place to park. We ask that ALL parents get out of their cars and wait underneath the 

COLA (Covered area) to pick up their child. We will not be releasing children to cars across the 

path. 

 

Uniform  

We begin the transition to summer uniform from 31 August  

FULL Summer uniform to be worn from Monday 14 September 

 

Our students adhere to our school’s Uniform Policy with a high degree of consistency, and 

we greatly appreciate parental support shown in this aspect of school. Adherence to our policy 

strengthens pride in our School and promotes a positive image.  

 

Just a few reminders regarding jewellery and nail polish  

• Students may wear one small stud or one sleeper in each ear lobe (silver or gold)  

• One necklace of a religious significance (e.g. cross)  

• One single signet ring  

• One plain gold or silver golf bangle  

• No nail polish to be worn at school  

 

Hair must be neat and tidy. Collar length hair must be worn in a ponytail or plait. Scrunchies, hair 

clips, rubber bands, ponytail holders, etc must be blue/white in colour and is to be worn in the hair 

and not worn on the wrist.  

 

Tracks, rats tails and patterns cut into the hair are NOT permitted. Thank you for your cooperation in 

this regard. If children have a mullet it must be blended at the sides and CANNOT touch the collar 

(or it must be tied back).  

 

Mr Ashley Borg 

PRINCIPAL 

 

Assistant Principal’s Message 

As we move through the second half of Term 3, it is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the 

growth, learning, and achievements that have already taken place this term. Classrooms across 

our school continue to be busy places filled with curiosity, creativity, and determination as 

students engage in challenging learning experiences and work towards their personal best. 

One of the strongest contributors to student success is regular school attendance. Every school 

day provides valuable opportunities for learning, developing friendships, building confidence, and 

participating in the rich experiences that make school such an important part of childhood. While 
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occasional absences are sometimes unavoidable, attending school every day possible helps 

students stay connected to their learning and their classmates. 

Families play a vital role in supporting positive attendance habits. Some simple ways to support 

your child's attendance include: 

• Establishing consistent morning and evening routines to help children arrive at school on 

time and ready to learn. 

• Scheduling appointments outside of school hours wherever possible. 

• Encouraging a positive attitude towards school and talking about learning in a positive 

way. 

• Ensuring children get enough sleep and are prepared for the school day. 

• Communicating with the school if attendance challenges arise so we can work together to 

provide support. 

Every day at school counts. By working together, we can ensure our students have every 

opportunity to learn, connect, and thrive. Thank you for your ongoing support in helping your child 

make the most of their learning journey 

Maryanne Hacker 

Assistant Principal 

Public Speaking 

This past week, we held our School Public Speaking Finals, where students showcased their talents 

by inspiring, persuading, informing, or entertaining the audience through their speeches. It was 

wonderful to see the confidence, creativity, and preparation that students brought to the stage.  

 

Congratulations to all students who competed, and a special congratulations to our stage 

winners:  

Nora D (ES1), Ally C (S1), Scarlett S (S2) and Holly N (S3), who will now progress to the Regional 

Finals at St Aloysius, Chisolm on September 1st. Thank you to Mackenzie H (S3 Runner-Up), who will 

be taking Holly's place at Regionals. 

 

We wish them the very best as they represent our school at the next level! 

Regards, 

Nellie Connolly 
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Children’s Author Visit 
 

What a wonderful way to celebrate Book Week with a visit form the incredibly talented Kaz 

Savage!  Our students loved the opportunity to hear from such an inspiring author and celebrate 

the magic of books and storytelling. 
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Weekly Awards      
Congratulations to those children who have received awards this past fortnight. 

Week ending 21st August 2026 (Week 5) 

Class Class Award One Class Award Two MJR Award 

Kinder Blue Olli H Onyx W James D 

Kinder White -- -- -- 

Year 1 Blue Kelsie L Sohpia F Levi W 

Year 1 White Sebastian K Owen E Noah B 

Year 2 Blue Ayla D Aurora M Arabella D 

Year 2 White -- -- -- 

Year 3 Blue Myla W Johan C Bonnie D 

Year 3 White -- -- -- 

Year 4 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 4 White Jenson F Aerith J Ava W 

Year 5 Blue Campbell C Addison R Lexi D 

Year 5 White Jesse S Annie H  Matilda M 

Year 6 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 6 White -- -- -- 

Week ending 28th August 2026 (Week 6) 

Class Class Award One Class Award Two MJR Award 

Kinder Blue Elouise S Zeppelin m Zahlee R 

Kinder White Bentley F Abbigail N Vinnie A 

Year 1 Blue Ari P Ava M-Z Logan D 

Year 1 White Zachary N Tillie E Gordon H 

Year 2 Blue Mason P Kylan K Georgie-Lee K 

Year 2 White Ayla K Isla H Eva N 

Year 3 Blue Oliver T Evie E -- 

Year 3 White -- -- -- 

Year 4 Blue Ava M Angus W Scarlett S 

Year 4 White Hallie D Nic L Grayson B 

Year 5 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 5 White Zoe H Holly N Ellesse S 

Year 6 Blue Tao D Paige L Jye D 

Year 6 White Susan P Hannah C Addi K 

 

Principal’s Awards: Zahlee D, Addison R, Nora D, Myla W, Alfie T, Zara B, Lara T, Armaan S, 

Baxter A, Allie D, Zachary N, Angus M, Evie L, Lexi D x 2, Hudson W, Hendrix B, Luca C, Mia H, Charlee 

R, Aubree M 
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The 

Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly, 

the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements 


