
   
 

1 
 

 
   

The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing 

of children and vulnerable adults - particularly those who participate in the life of the Diocese.  All employees are 

required to undergo a National Police Check and, where legislated, hold a Working with Children Check.  Diocesan 

workers are expected to personally adopt and enact the Diocese’s Safeguarding Commitment Statement. 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Weekly Mass Times: 6pm Saturday Branxton; 8am Sunday Greta 

SEP  OCT  

Fri 25th  
Catherine McAuley – Mercy Day 

(Afternoon Activities) 

Mon 26th 

– Fri 30th  
Book Fair / Book Week 

Fri 25th  LAST DAY OF TERM 3 Wed 28th  
Stage 1 League Tag Day – (Years 1 

& 2) 

OCT  Fri 30th  Regional Netball Gala Day 

Mon 12th  FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 Fri 30th  
Kinder Transition / Orientation 

Session 1 

Thu 15th  Regional Cricket Trial NOV  

Fri 16th  Our Lady of the Rosary Liturgy Wed 4th  Assembly – Year 4 Showcase – 9am 

Wed 21st  Assembly 9am – Year 2 Showcase Fri 6th  
Kinder Transition / Orientation 

Session 2 

Fri 23rd  
Father Thomas Farewell Liturgy – 

9am 
Fri 6th  

Regional Tennis, Basketball and 

Cricket Trials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER          

Term 2 Week 10 2026 

Thursday 24th September  

                   Rosary Park Catholic School 

Station Street, Branxton NSW 2335 

P: (02) 4938 1541 E: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au 

Website: www.branxton.catholic.edu.au 

 
We acknowledge the Wonnarua people-the first custodians of this land 

 

Mobile:  0410 487 331 

Email: admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au 

 

Built on Faith, Knowledge, Respect  

mailto:admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
http://www.branxton.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:admin@branxton.catholic.edu.au
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Principal’s Message 
 

 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

A busy, yet successful term has greeted us to end Term Three for 2026. Thank you to all of the staff, 

students and families who have wholeheartedly supported the school in its endeavours. I wish you 

all a Happy and Safe break. We return OCTOBER 12 (MONDAY). 

 

Congratulations! 

To our Polding athletes, William and Annie, to Ally in Diocesan Public Speaking and to our National 

Aerobics Teams, a very big WELL DONE on a great effort since the last newsletter. 

 

We are all very proud of the accomplishments you have made, from personal bests, to top ten 

finishes and just generally, having a go. 

 

UNIFORMS 

Uniforms will be SUMMER UNIFORM from now until the remainder of the year and into TERM 1, 2026. 

Please ensure that correct uniforms are worn at all times, including jewellery, headbands, etc. All 

hair that can be tied back, must be tied back. 

 

LEADERSHIP SOCKTOBER 

It was a real highlight of my last fortnight to spend some time with Ellie, Elke and Shahaan at the 

recent Socktober Liturgy, held at Charlestown Parish. The three leaders who attended showed 

poise, great manners and were very engaged in the liturgy, said by Bishop Michael and Father Tony 

Potts. 

 

We are very lucky, alongside Sasha, to have these three young people leading our school this year. 

I look forward to the upcoming leadership days with this year’s Year Five group and what they will 

be to the table for 2027. 
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STAFFING 2027 - KINDERGARTEN 

Due to the changes in circumstances, which were communicated to all parents recently, via 

Compass, we cannot inform you of both members of staff, who will be teaching in Kindergarten in 

2027. 

 

I am pleased, however, to announce that Miss Grace Dever will be one of the Kindergarten 

Teachers for 2027. 

 

Grace has previously taught in Kindergarten and has considerable experience in this area. She has 

outstanding teaching skills and excellent behaviour management, as well as a delicate balance of 

empathy, compassion and patience, which is greatly needed in Kindergarten! Miss Dever was very 

enthusiastic about being back in Infants and cannot wait to work with the new Kinder students next 

year. 

 

WELCOME BACK MISS MORGAN 

We welcome back Miss Chloe Morgan on Year 5 Blue after maternity leave.  She will be with us 

Mon-Wed (week 1) and Mon-Tue (week2).   

 

Miss Nellie Connolly will remain in Year 5 on the alternate days. 

 

Have a happy and safe break with your children and your families. 

 

 

Mr Ashley Borg 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

Assistant Principal’s Message 

 
What a busy and exciting way to finish Term 3! This week alone has been filled with wonderful 

opportunities for our students, including the Kindergarten excursion, our Talent Quest, visits from 

our friends at Branxton Preschool, and today's Mercy Day celebrations. These events have 

showcased the enthusiasm, creativity and sense of community that make our school such a 

special place. 

Throughout Term 3, students have embraced a wide range of learning opportunities, 

demonstrating enthusiasm, resilience and a commitment to achieving their personal best. From 

classroom learning and sporting events to cultural experiences and special celebrations, there has 

been much to acknowledge and celebrate. 

A highlight of the term has been seeing students continue to live our school values through their 

positive interactions, willingness to challenge themselves and care for others. We are incredibly 

proud of the growth and achievements our students have shown across all areas of school life. 

As we move into the holiday break, I would also like to remind students and families of the 

importance of speaking up when something is worrying them. Whether it is a friendship concern, a 

wellbeing issue, or something that doesn't feel right, we encourage students to report concerns to 

a trusted teacher or staff member. By letting us know early, we are better able to work alongside 

families to provide the support, guidance and care that every child deserves. 
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Thank you to our families for your continued partnership throughout the term. Your support, 

encouragement and involvement play an important role in the success of our students and our 

school community. 

We wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday break and look forward to welcoming students 

back for what promises to be another exciting term of learning in Term 4. 

Maryanne Hacker 

Assistant Principal 

 

Religious Education Coordinator’s Message 

 
Living the Mercy Charism at Rosary Park 

 

The spirit of Mercy is deeply woven into the story of Rosary Park Catholic School, Branxton. Our 

school proudly draws inspiration from the life and mission of Venerable Catherine McAuley, who 

founded the Sisters of Mercy in Dublin, Ireland, in 1831. Catherine believed that education, 

compassion and service were powerful ways to bring God's love to others, particularly those 

experiencing hardship. Her vision continues to inspire Mercy schools throughout the world and 

remains at the heart of our school community today. 

 

The Mercy Charism calls us to live Gospel values through compassion, hospitality, justice, service 

and respect. These values encourage students not only to learn about faith but to put faith into 

action through caring for others and making a positive difference in the world around them. At 

Rosary Park, the Mercy tradition is a living legacy that shapes our learning, relationships and 

commitment to serving our community. 

 

The influence of the Sisters of Mercy can be seen throughout the Hunter region. Their dedication to 

Catholic education helped establish neighbouring schools in Branxton and Greta, ensuring that 

generations of young people had access to faith-filled learning grounded in Gospel values. Their 

commitment to nurturing young minds and hearts has left a lasting impact on our local communities 

and continues to inspire our mission today. 

 

This week, Rosary Park students had the opportunity to celebrate and live out the Mercy value of 

Service during our Mercy Mission Day activities. Year 5 students stepped into leadership roles by 

designing and running a variety of stalls and activities for younger students. Through careful 

planning, teamwork and enthusiastic participation, they demonstrated that leadership is about 

serving others and helping build a stronger community. 

 

The event showcased the wonderful leadership qualities emerging within our students. Year 5 

students displayed initiative, responsibility, kindness and generosity as they encouraged 

participation and created a fun and welcoming atmosphere for all. Their efforts reflected Catherine 

McAuley's belief that small acts of love and service can have a profound impact on others. 

 

Beyond the enjoyment of the day, the event played an important role in strengthening Mercy 

formation across the school. Students experienced firsthand what it means to lead with compassion 

and to use their gifts in service of others. Through these opportunities, Rosary Park continues to 

nurture young people who are inspired by the Mercy tradition and committed to making a 

difference in their communities. 
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As we continue our journey as a Mercy school, we give thanks for the example of Catherine 

McAuley, the legacy of the Sisters of Mercy, and the students who bring these values to life each 

day through their faith, leadership and service 
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Celebrating Our Lady of the Rosary and Giving Thanks for Father Thomas 

 

As a school proudly bearing the name Rosary Park, we look to our patron, Mary, Our Lady of the 

Rosary, as a model of faith, prayer and discipleship. The title "Our Lady of the Rosary" reminds us of 

Mary's special role in leading people closer to Jesus through prayer and reflection on the mysteries 

of Christ's life. Throughout history, Catholics have turned to the Rosary as a source of strength, peace 

and guidance, making Mary a fitting patron for our school community. 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary was chosen as our patron because the values she exemplified mirror the 

qualities we strive to nurture in our students each day. Mary's humility, courage, compassion and 

trust in God inspire us to be people who listen, serve and respond generously to the needs of others. 

As a Mercy school, these values align beautifully with the charism of Catherine McAuley and 

continue to guide our mission of educating the whole child in faith and service. 

 

On Friday, 23 October, the Rosary Park community will gather to celebrate our annual Feast Day 

Mass, commencing at 9:15am. We warmly invite all parents, carers, parishioners and members of 

our wider community to join us as we give thanks for the many blessings we have received 

throughout the year and celebrate the special place Mary holds in the life of our school. 

 

This year's celebration will also provide an opportunity to acknowledge and farewell Father Thomas 

as he prepares to return home to India in November. Father Thomas has faithfully served our parish 

community for a number of years, offering spiritual guidance, pastoral care and unwavering 

support to our students, staff and families. His presence at school liturgies, Masses and special 

celebrations has strengthened the connection between our parish and school and helped nurture 

the faith lives of countless young people. 

 

On behalf of the Rosary Park Catholic School community, we extend our sincere gratitude to Father 

Thomas for his dedicated service, kindness and commitment to the people of Branxton and the 

surrounding communities. We thank him for the many ways he has shared Christ's love with us and 

wish him every blessing as he begins this new chapter of his journey. 

 

Following Mass, students will participate in a range of engaging Feast Day activities centred on Our 

Lady of the Rosary. These experiences will provide opportunities for prayer, learning, creativity and 

community building, helping students deepen their understanding of Mary's role in our faith while 

celebrating the unique spirit of Rosary Park. We look forward to sharing this special day together as 

a community united in faith, gratitude and joy. 

 

Nicholas Redgrove 

Religious Education Coordinator 
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ABORIGINAL EDUCATION NEWS 
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School Sports Aerobics – Nationals  

 
What an incredible achievement for our School Sports Aerobics teams, who proudly represented 

our school at the National Championships!  

 

A huge congratulations to our Branxton Believers, Branxton Boot Scooters, Branxton Blazers and 

Branxton Bosses for their outstanding performances. Each team showed incredible commitment, 

teamwork, energy and sportsmanship, showcasing the months of hard work and dedication that 

went into their routines. 

 

We are so incredibly proud of the way our students supported one another and represented our 

school on the national stage. What an amazing experience and achievement for all involved!  

 

• Miss Graham, Miss Dever, Miss Edwards and Ms G 
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Weekly Awards      
Congratulations to those children who have received awards this past fortnight. 

Week ending 18th September 2026 (Week 9) 

Class Class Award One Class Award Two MJR Award 

Kinder Blue Luke L Navy s Isla C 

Kinder White -- -- -- 

Year 1 Blue Harvey S Jaxon K Zoe S 

Year 1 White Asha W Hannah P  Alex H 

Year 2 Blue Sophia S Dustin P Harvey D 

Year 2 White -- -- -- 

Year 3 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 3 White Amelia H Baylee H An N 

Year 4 Blue Scarlett C Aiden L Lleyton L 

Year 4 White Leo B Theo C Vinnie L 

Year 5 Blue Minh B Jayden M Noah K 

Year 5 White Mason C Stanley H Inidigo G 

Year 6 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 6 White -- -- -- 

Week ending 25th September 2026 (Week 10) 

Class Class Award One Class Award Two MJR Award 

Kinder Blue Edan S George B Kai B 

Kinder White Isabelle R Abbigail N Jaxon A 

Year 1 Blue Ivy E Jimmy S Toby N 

Year 1 White -- -- -- 

Year 2 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 2 White -- -- -- 

Year 3 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 3 White James D Stella M Claire D’A 

Year 4 Blue Tommy E Axl D Tristan C 

Year 4 White Aerith J Harley R Dom P 

Year 5 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 5 White Anderson P Franklin W Cruz J 

Year 6 Blue -- -- -- 

Year 6 White Luke H James S Ellie A 

 

Principal’s Awards: Frances M, Lauren M, James D, Jaxon D, Isla C, Isabelle S, Archie M, Eva N, 

Harvey S, Maci H, Brianna D, Zoe C, Teren G, Navy S, Tyler T, Elias C, Asha W, Willow J, Leo B x 4, 

Hannah C, Levi W, William H, Noah H, Ari P 
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Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The 

Diocese is not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about these matters. Accordingly, 

the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are subject of these advertisements 


